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"The workers must be armed  

and organized...under no  

pretext should arms and  

ammunition be surrendered. 

Any attempt to disarm the workers  

must be frustrated, by force if necessary." - Karl Marx 

 

  

A revolutionary socialist zine dedicated to the arming and training of the working 

class and oppressed peoples for self defense and liberation. We promote gun safety, edu-

cation, and ownership as a means of reducing gun violence, both from criminal activity 

and state repression. This zine examines guns not as material property, but rather as 

tools of revolution, and the ideas they represent for liberation and empowerment. We op-

pose all “liberal” attempts to restrict and disarm the people, as well as the perpetua-

tion of racist, sexist, homo and trans-phobic violence by reactionary “conservatives” 

such as the NRA. We recognize that both are two sides to the same coin of capitalist op-

pression, and that only through vigilant self defense and revolutionary activity will 

the oppressed become liberated.  

We welcome voices from across the Socialist spectrum to contribute 

to this zine  -  to submit an article or work for consideration,  or 

letter to the editor, please send it to:  

socialistgunreview@gmail.com 

 

We are not a Soviet or Communist kitsch subculture, a “Brocialist” or “Manarchist” gun 

club, a “gun porn” zine, or in anyway condoning non-revolutionary violence or terrorism 

that serves as a means of further preying on and enslaving the working class and    

oppressed peoples. 

What we are: 

What we are not: 



By Jose Maria Sison 

1968 

The guerrilla is like a poet 

Keen to the rustle of leaves 

The break of twigs 

The ripples of the river 

The smell of fire 

And the ashes of departure. 

 

The guerrilla is like a poet. 

He has merged with the trees 

The bushes and the rocks 

Ambiguous but precise 

Well-versed on the law of motion 

And master of myriad images. 

 

The guerrilla is like a poet. 

Enrhymed with nature 

The subtle rhythm of the greenery 

The inner silence, the outer innocence 

The steel tensile in-grace 

That ensnares the enemy. 

 

The guerrilla is like a poet. 

He moves with the green brown multitude 

In bush burning with red flowers 

That crown and hearten all 

Swarming the terrain as a flood 

Marching at last against the stronghold. 

 

An endless movement of strength 

Behold the protracted theme: 

The people’s epic, the people’s war. 

THE GUERRILLA IS LIKE A POET 
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By Rob Richardson  -   http://offgridsurvival.com  

The Obama administration quietly released a press 

statement, confirming President Obama will be 

signing two new executive actions defining who 

can buy a gun based on mental health issues. 

The restrictions will try to limit who can buy a gun, 

based on past mental health issues. The new men-

tal health restrictions, which are being enforced as 

regulations through the Department of Justice and 

the Department of Health and Human Services, will 

allow the government to get around certain privacy 

laws so they can access your private medical rec-

ords. It also allows them to yet again sidestep con-

gress. 

One of regulations allows the feds to access your 

private medical records to determine your “mental 

stability” in relation to owing a firearm. If you are 

found to be mentally unstable, the Justice Depart-

ment can then deny your right to own a fire-

arm.  But the problem really comes from who’s de-

fining what “mentally unstable” actually means. 

While most people would probably agree that men-

tally ill people with a history of violence shouldn’t 

be allowed to own a firearm, the new regulations 

aren’t quite that simple. In fact, under these laws – 

as we’ve seen happen recently in New York – pret-

ty much anyone can be declared mentally unfit. 

Earlier this year, the State of New York used similar 

mental health regulations to classify anxiety as a 

mental health issue. Because of that, anyone who 

has ever reported feeling anxious could be at risk 

of losing their 2nd amendment rights. In fact, there 

are already a number of cases making their way 

through the court system in New York, where peo-

ple actually lost their rights because they were pre-

scribed anti-anxiety medications. 

Since almost 25% of the population now takes anti-

anxiety / depression medications, almost a quarter 

of the country could be at risk of being labeled 

mentally unfit to own a firearm, if these same poli-

cies take hold at a federal level. 

They’ve already started going after Vets with these 

regulations. 

Anyone who thinks these regulations are about 

stopping mentally violent people from owning a 

gun, should take a look at what the federal govern-

ment is doing to returning vets who have been in-

jured during battle. 

Last month we reported on how veterans with fi-

nancial troubles were being labeled Mental Defec-

tives, thus stripping them of their ability to own a 

firearm. As part of a new U.S. Department of Veter-

ans Affairs (VA) process, any injured veteran who 

is unable to personally manage their own disability 

benefits is being entered into the F.B.I. NICS Sys-

tem, and told they will no longer legally be able to 

own or buy a firearm. 

If this can be done to returning veterans, what do 

you think is going to happen once these regulations 

are let loose on the general public? 

GUN CONTROL: Obama administration issues two      
executive actions defining who can buy a gun. 
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Mexican Autodefensas militia disarms police,  

rid town of feared cartel 

Hundreds of armed citizens stormed a Mexican town 

and arrested federal police in the latest bloody battle 

between residents, criminal gangs, and the police 

locals say are in league with the gang members. 

Around 600 members of local 'autodefensas', or self-

defence groups, stormed Paracuaro in the troubled 

Michoacan state on January 5, 2014 in an attempt to 

seize control of the town back from the feared Cabal-

leros Templarios (Knights Templar) drug cartel. 

The battle was the latest in a long-running war be-

tween the drugs gang in Mexico's south-west and 

local residents who say state and federal police are 

not protecting them. 

In Guerrero, the two major, and formerly rival, auto-

defensas groups, the Union of Peoples and Organiza-

tions of the State of Guerrero (Upoeg) and the Re-

gional Coordinator of Community Authorities 

(CRAC), announced they were now united, reported 

Milenio. More than 10,000 members of both groups 

were applauded by local people as they marched to-

gether in the town of Ayutla de los Libres.  

The groups now have "one solo voice, one solo 

strength, one solo integral agenda," said Felix 

Ramirez, one of the regional representatives. 

Meanwhile in the state of Michoacan, dozens of 

armed members of self-defense groups took control 

of the town of Paracuaro over the weekend and de-

tained more than 15 police officers, reported Animal 

Politico. 

The action followed a statement by the secretary of 

the Michoacan state government, Jesus Reyna, in 

which he refused to enter into dialogue with self-

defense group leaders and said his priority would be 

restoring "institutional normality," reported Milenio. 

A week earlier, more than 250 armed vigilantes 

marched into the town of Churumuco, where the 

leader of the Michoacan Self-Defense Groups Coun-

cil Jose Manuel Mireles told EFE that "nothing and no 

one" would be able to stop the groups' advance -- 

they would liberate the people from the drug gang of 

theKnights Templar, he said. Mireles was seriously 

injured at the beginning of January when a plane he 

was traveling in crashed, reported Proceso. 

The self-defense movement exploded in Mexico dur-

ing 2012 and 2013, particularly in Guerrero and Mi-

choacan, where the groups have been received very 

differently by their respective regional governments. 

It is no coincidence that Guerrero and Michoacan are 

two of Mexico's most violent states; the self-defense 

groups say citizens have no choice but to take up 

arms themselves in the face of the state's complete 

inability to provide security. 
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The women who took part in the Great October Rev-

olution – who were they? Isolated individuals? No, 

there were hosts of them; tens, hundreds of thou-

sands of nameless heroines who, marching side by 

side with the workers and peasants behind the Red 

Flag and the slogan of the Soviets, passed over the 

ruins of tsarist theocracy into a new future... 

If one looks back into the past, one can see them, 

these masses of nameless heroines whom October 

found living in starving cities, in impoverished vil-

lages plundered by war... A scarf on their head (very 

rarely, as yet, a red kerchief), a worn skirt, a patched 

winter jacket... Young and old, women workers and 

soldiers' wives peasant women and housewives 

from among the city poor. More rarely, much more 

rarely in those days, office workers and women in 

the professions, educated and cultured women. But 

there were also women from the 

intelligentsia among those who 

carried the Red Flag to the Octo-

ber victory – teachers, office em-

ployees, young students at high 

schools and universities, women 

doctors. They marched cheerfully, 

selflessly, purposefully. They 

went wherever they were sent. 

To the front? They put on a sol-

dier's cap and became fighters in 

the Red Army. If they put on red 

arm-bands, then they were hurry-

ing off to the first-aid stations to 

help the Red front against Keren-

sky at Gatchina. They worked in 

army communications. They 

worked cheerfully, filled with 

the belief that something mo-

mentous was happening, and 

that we are all small cogs in the 

one class of revolution. 

In the villages, the peasant wom-

en (their husbands had been 

sent off to the front) took the 

land from the landowners and chased the aristocra-

cy out of the nests they had roosted in for centuries. 

When one recalls the events of October, one sees not 

individual faces but masses. Masses without num-

ber, like waves of humanity. But wherever one looks 

one sees men – at meetings, gatherings, demonstra-

tions... 

They are still not sure what exactly it is they want, 

what they are striving for, but they know one thing: 

they will put up with war no longer. Nor do they 

want the landowners and the wealthy... In the year 

of 1917, the great ocean of humanity heaves and 

sways, and a large part of that ocean is made up of 

women... 

Some day the historian will write about the deeds of 

these nameless heroines of the revolution who died 

Women Fighters in the Days of 
the Great October Revolution 
By Alexandra Kollontai 

Alexandra Mikhailovna Kollontai was a Russian Communist revolution-

ary, who fought in the October Revolution of 1917. In 1923, Kollontai was 

appointed Soviet Ambassador to Norway.  
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at the front, were shot by the Whites and bore the 

countless deprivations of the first years following 

the revolution, but who continued to bear aloft the 

Red Banner of Soviet power and communism. 

It is to these nameless heroines, who died to win a 

new life for working people during the Great Octo-

ber Revolution, to whom the young republic now 

bows in recognition as its young people, cheerful 

and enthusiastic, set about building the basis of 

socialism. 

However, out of this sea of women's heads in 

scarves and worn caps there inevitably emerge the 

figures of those to whom the historian will devote 

particular attention 

when, many years from 

now, he writes about 

the Great October Revo-

lution and its leader, 

Lenin. 

The first figure to 

emerge is that of 

Lenin's faithful compan-

ion, Nadezhda Konstan-

tinovna Krupskaya, 

wearing her plain grey 

dress and always striving to remain in the back-

ground. She would slip unnoticed into a meeting 

and place herself behind a pillar, but she saw and 

heard everything, observing all that happened so 

that she could then give a full account to Vladimir 

Ilyich, add her own apt comments and light upon a 

sensible, suitable and useful idea. 

In those days Nadezhda Konstantinovna did not 

speak at the numerous stormy meetings at which 

the people argued over the great question: would 

the Soviets win power or not? But she worked 

tirelessly as Vladimir Ilyich's right hand, occasion-

ally making a brief but telling comment at party 

meetings. In moments of greatest difficulty and 

danger, when many stronger comrades lost heart 

and succumbed to doubt, Nadezhda Konstantinov-

na remained always the same, totally convinced of 

the rightness of the cause and of its certain victory. 

She radiated unshakable faith, and this staunch-

ness of spirit, concealed behind a rare modesty, 

always had a cheering effect upon all who came 

into contact with the companion of the great lead-

er of the October Revolution. 

Another figure emerges – that of yet another faith-

ful companion of Vladimir Ilyich, a comrade-in-

arms during the difficult years of underground 

work, secretary of the Party Central Committee, 

Yelena Dmitriyevna Stassova. A clear, high brow, a 

rare precision in, and an exceptional capacity for 

work, a rare ability to 

'spot' the right person 

for the job. Her tall, stat-

uesque figure could be 

seen first at the Soviet 

at the Tavrichesky pal-

ace, then at the house of 

Kshesinskaya, and final-

ly at Smolny. In her 

hands she holds a note-

book, while around her 

press comrades from 

the front, workers, Red 

Guards, women workers, members of the party 

and of the Soviets, seeking a quick, clear answer or 

order. 

Stassova carried responsibility for many im-

portant matters, but if a comrade faced need or 

distress in those stormy days, she would always 

respond, providing a brief, seemingly curt answer, 

and herself doing anything she could. She was 

overwhelmed with work, and always at her post. 

Always at her post, yet never pushing forward to 

the front row, to prominence. She did not like to 

be the centre of attention. Her concern was not for 

herself, but for the cause. 

For the noble and cherished cause of communism, 

for which Yelena Stassova suffered exile and im-
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prisonment in tsarist jails, leaving her with broken 

health... In the name of the cause she was like hint, 

as hard as steel. But to the sufferings of her com-

rades she displayed a sensitivity and responsive-

ness that are found only in a woman with a warm 

and noble heart. 

Klavdia Nikolayeva was a working woman of very 

humble origins. She had joined the Bolsheviks as 

early as 1908, in the years of reaction, and had en-

dured exile and imprison-

ment... In 1917 she returned 

to Leningrad and became the 

heart of the first magazine for 

working women, Kom-

munistka. She was still young, 

full of fire and impatience. 

But she held the banner firm-

ly, and boldly declared that 

women workers, soldiers' 

wives and peasant women 

must be drawn into the party. 

To work, women! To the de-

fence of the Soviets and com-

munism ! 

She spoke at meetings, still 

nervous and unsure of her-

self, yet attracting others to 

follow. She was one of those 

who bore on her shoulders all 

the difficulties involved in 

preparing the way for the broad, mass involve-

ment of women in the revolution, one of those 

who fought on two fronts – for the Soviets and 

communism, and at the same time for the emanci-

pation of women. The names of Klavdia Nikola-

yeva and Konkordia Samoilova, who died at her 

revolutionary post in 1921 (from cholera), are in-

dissolubly linked with the first and most difficult 

steps taken by the working women's movement, 

particularly in Leningrad. Konkordia Samoilova 

was a party worker of unparalleled selflessness, a 

fine, business-like speaker who knew how to win 

the hearts of working women. Those who worked 

alongside her will long remember Konkordia 

Samoilova. She was simple in manner, simple in 

dress, demanding in the execution of decisions, 

strict both with herself and others. 

Particularly striking is the gentle and charming 

figure of Inessa Armand, who was charged with 

very important party work in preparation for the 

October Revolution, and who thereafter contribut-

ed many creative ideas to the 

work conducted among 

women. With all her feminin-

ity and gentleness of manner, 

Inessa Armand was unshaka-

ble in her convictions and 

able to defend what she be-

lieved to be right, even when 

faced with redoubtable oppo-

nents. After the revolution, 

Inessa Armand devoted her-

self to organising the broad 

movement of working wom-

en, and the delegate confer-

ence is her creation. 

Enormous work was done by 

Varvara Nikolayevna Ya-

kovleva during the difficult 

and decisive days of the Octo-

ber Revolution in Moscow. 

On the battleground of the 

barricades she showed a resolution worthy of a 

leader of party headquarters... Many comrades 

said then that her resolution and unshakable cour-

age gave heart to the wavering and inspired those 

who had lost heart. 'Forward!' – to victory. 

As one recalls the women who took part in the 

Great October Revolution, more and more names 

and faces rise up as if by magic from the memory. 

Could we fail to honour today the memory of Vera 

Slutskaya, who worked selflessly in preparation 

for the revolution and who was shot down by 

“Women Workers,  

Take Up Your Rifles!” 
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Cossaks on the first Red front near Petrograd? 

Could we forget Yevgenia Bosh, with her fiery tem-

perament, always eager for battle? She also died at 

her revolutionary post. 

Could we omit to mention here two names closely 

connected with the life and activity of V.I. Lenin – 

his two sisters and comrades-in-arms, Anna 

Ilyinichna Yelizarova and Maria Ilyinichna Ulyano-

va? 

...And comrade Varya, from the railway workshops 

in Moscow, always lively, always in a hurry? And 

Fyodorova, the textile worker in Leningrad, with 

her pleasant, smiling face and her fearlessness 

when it came to fighting at the barricades? 

It is impossible to list them all, and how many re-

main nameless? The heroines of the October Revo-

lution were a whole army, and although their 

names may be forgotten, their selflessness lives on 

in the very victory of that revolution, in all the 

gains and achievements now enjoyed by working 

women in the Soviet Union. 

It is a clear and indisputable fact that, without the 

participation of women, the October Revolution 

could not have brought the Red Flag to victory. Glo-

ry to the working women who marched under that 

Red Banner during the October Revolution. Glory 

to the October Revolution that liberated women! 
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Power anywhere where there's people. Power any-

where where there's people. Let me give you an ex-

ample of teaching people. Basically, the way they 

learn is observation and participation. You know a 

lot of us go around and joke ourselves and believe 

that the masses have PhDs, but that's not true. And 

even if they did, it wouldn't make any difference. 

Because with some things, you have to learn by see-

ing it or either participating in it. And you know 

yourselves that there are people walking around 

your community today that have all types of de-

grees that should be at this meeting but are not 

here. Right? Because you can have as many degrees 

as a thermometer. If you don't have any practice, 

they you can't walk across the street and chew gum 

at the same time.  

Let me tell you how Huey P. Newton, the leader, the 

organizer, the founder, the main man of the Black 

Panther Party, went about it.  

The community had a problem out there in Califor-

nia. There was an intersection, a four-way intersec-

tion; a lot of people were getting killed, cars running 

over them, and so the people went down and re-

dressed their grievances to the government. You've 

done it before. I know you people in the community 

have. And they came back and the pigs said "No! 

You can't have any." Oh, they don't usually say you 

can't have it. They've gotten a little hipper than that 

now. That's what those degrees on the thermometer 

will get you. They tell you "Okay, we'll deal with it. 

Why don't you come back next meeting and waste 

some time?"  

And they get you wound up in an excursion of futili-

ty, and you be in a cycle of insaneness, and you be 

goin' back and goin' back, and goin' back, and goin' 

back so many times that you're already crazy.  

So they tell you, they say, "Okay n*****s, what you 

want?" And they you jump up and you say, "Well, 

it's been so long, we don't know what we want", and 

then you walk out of the meeting and you're gone 

and they say, "Well, you n*****s had your chance, 

didn't you?"  

Let me tell you what Huey P. Newton did.  

Huey Newton went and got Bobby Seale, the chair-

man of the Black Panther Party on a national level. 

Bobby Seale got his 9mm, that's a pistol. Huey P. 

Newton got his shotgun and got some stop signs 

and got a hammer. Went down to the intersection, 

gave his shotgun to Bobby, and Bobby had his 9mm. 

He said, "You hold this shotgun. Anybody mess with 

us, blow their brains out." He put those stop signs 

up.  

There were no more accidents, no more problem.  

Now they had another situation. That's not that 

good, you see, because its two people dealing with a 

problem. Huey Newton and Bobby Seale, no matter 

how bad they may be, cannot deal with the problem. 

But let me explain to you who the real heroes are.  

Next time, there was a similar situation, another 

four-way corner. Huey went and got Bobby, went 

and got his 9mm, got his shotgun, got his hammer 

and got more stop signs. Placed those stop signs up, 

gave the shotgun to Bobby, told Bobby "If anybody 

mess with us while were putting these stop signs 

up, protect the people and blow their brains out." 

“Power Anywhere there’s people” 
- From a speech by Fred Hampton,  

          At the olivet church 1969 
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What did the people do? They observed it again. 

They participated in it. Next time they had another 

four-way intersection. Problems there; they had 

accidents and death. This time, the people in the 

community went and got their shotguns, got their 

hammers, got their stop signs.  

Now, let me show you how we’re gonna try to do it 

in the Black Panther Party here. We just got back 

from the south side. We went out there. We went 

out there and we got to arguing with the pigs or the 

pigs got to arguing-he said, "Well, Chairman Fred, 

you supposed to be so bad, why don’t you go and 

shoot some of those 

policemen? You al-

ways talking about 

you got your guns 

and got this, why 

don’t you go shoot 

some of them?"  

And I've said, "you've 

just broken a rule. As 

a matter of fact, even 

though you have on a 

uniform it doesn't 

make me any differ-

ence. Because I don't 

care if you got on 

nine uniforms, and 

100 badges. When you step outside the realm of 

legality and into the realm of illegality, then I feel 

that you should be arrested." And I told him, "You 

being what they call the law of entrapment, you 

tried to make me do something that was wrong, you 

encouraged me, you tried to incite me to shoot a 

pig. And that ain't cool, Brother, you know the law, 

don't you?"  

I told that pig that, I told him "You got a gun, pig?" I 

told him, "You gotta get your hands up against the 

wall. We're gonna do what they call a citizens ar-

rest." This fool don't know what this is. I said, "Now 

you be just as calm as you can and don't make too 

many quick moves, cause we don't wanna have to 

hit you."  

And I told him like he always told us, I told him, 

"Well, I'm here to protect you. Don't worry about a 

thing, 'm here for your benefit." So I sent another 

Brother to call the pigs. You gotta do that in a citi-

zen's arrest. He called the pigs. Here come the pigs 

with carbines and shotguns, walkin' out there. They 

came out there talking about how they're gonna ar-

rest Chairman Fred. And I said, "No fool. This is the 

man you got to arrest. He's the one that broke the 

law." And what did they do? They bugged their 

eyes, and they couldn't 

stand it. You know what 

they did? They were so 

mad, they were so an-

gry that they told me to 

leave.  

And what happened? All 

those people were out 

there on 63rd Street. 

What did they do? They 

were around there 

laughing and talking 

with me while I was 

making the arrest. They 

looked at me while I 

was rapping and heard 

me while I was rapping. So the next time that the 

pig comes on 63rd Street, because of the thing that 

our Minister of Defense calls observation and par-

ticipation, that pig might be arrested by anybody!  

So what did we do? We were out there educating 

the people. How did we educate them? Basically, 

the way people learn, by observation and participa-

tion. And that's what were trying to do. That's what 

we got to do here in this community. And a lot of 

people don't understand, but there's three basic 

things that you got to do anytime you intend to 

have yourself a successful revolution.  

A lot of people get the word revolution mixed up 
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and they think revolutions a bad word. Revolution 

is nothing but like having a sore on your body and 

then you put something on that sore to cure that 

infection. And I’m telling you that were living in an 

infectious society right now. I’m telling you that 

were living in a sick society. And anybody that en-

dorses integrating into this sick society before its 

cleaned up is a man who’s committing a crime 

against the people.  

If you walk past a hospital room and see a sign that 

says "Contaminated" and then you try to lead peo-

ple into that room, either those people are mighty 

dumb, you understand me, cause if they weren't, 

they'd tell you that you are an unfair, unjust leader 

that does not have your followers' interests in mind. 

And what were saying is simply that leaders have 

got to become, we've got to start making them ac-

countable for what they do. They're goin' around 

talking about so-and-so's an Uncle Tom so we're 

gonna open up a cultural center and teach him what 

blackness is. And this n****r is more aware than you 

and me and Malcolm and Martin Luther King and 

everybody else put together. That's right. They're 

the ones that are most aware. They're most aware, 

cause they're the ones that are gonna open up the 

center. They're gonna tell you where bones come 

from in Africa that you can't even pronounce the 

names. That's right. They'll be telling you about 

Chaka, the leader of the Bantu freedom fighters, and 

Jomo Kenyatta, those dingo-dingas. They'll be run-

ning all of that down to you. They know about it all. 

But the point is they do what they're doing because 

it is beneficial and it is profitable for them.  

You see, people get involved in a lot of things that's 

profitable to them, and we've got to make it less 

profitable. We've got to make it less beneficial. I'm 

saying that any program that's brought into our 

community should be analyzed by the people of that 

community. It should be analyzed to see that it 

meets the relevant needs of that community. We 

don't need no n*****s coming into our community 

to be having no company to open business for the 

n*****s. There's too many n*****s in our community 

that can't get crackers out of the business that 

they're gonna open.  

We got to face some facts. That the masses are poor, 

that the masses belong to what you call the lower 

class, and when I talk about the masses, I'm talking 

about the white masses, I'm talking about the black 

masses, and the brown masses, and the yellow 

masses, too. We've got to face the fact that some 

people say you fight fire best with fire, but we say 

you put fire out best with water. We say you don't 

fight racism with racism. We're gonna fight racism 

with solidarity. We say you don't fight capitalism 

with no black capitalism; you fight capitalism with 

socialism.  

We ain't gonna fight no reactionary pigs who run up 

and down the street being reactionary; we're gonna 

organize and dedicate ourselves to revolutionary 

political power and teach ourselves the specific 

needs of resisting the power structure, arm our-

selves, and we're gonna fight reactionary pigs with 

INTERNATIONAL PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION. 

That's what it has to be. The people have to have the 

power: it belongs to the people.  

We have to understand very clearly that there's a 

man in our community called a capitalist. Some-

times he's black and sometimes he's white. But that 

man has to be driven out of our community, be-

cause anybody who comes into the community to 

make profit off the people by exploiting them can be 

defined as a capitalist. And we don't care how many 

programs they have, how long a dashiki they have. 

Because political power does not flow from the 

sleeve of a dashiki; political power flows from the 

barrel of a gun. It flows from the barrel of a gun!  

** The censoring of a word in this publication was not done in 

any attempt to censor Comrade Hampton’s words, but rather 

because the source this transcript had come from online had 

inconsistently censored the term, and we felt it best to at least 

apply it consistently since it was already done. We hope the 

speech will be read with the spirit Comrade Hampton had in-

tended it to be heard. 
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The Mosin-Nagant shines through as one of the most 

history-laden, pervasively distributed, and widely col-

lected rifles. Through its long service history, it was 

carried by both reactionary and revolutionary, under 

Czar and commissar, and through the Great War and 

the Great Patriotic War. It fired the last shot against 

Nazism, which exported world revolution. Few mili-

tary rifles have such a storied history. 

The Mosin-Nagant was first conceived following 

events in the Russo-Turkish war of 1877. Russian 

troops armed with single-shot Berdan rifles came un-

der repeating fire from Ottoman Winchesters, which 

reflected the need for a modern military rifle. 

Following years of trials between two competing rifle 

systems, Russian artillery Capt. Sergey Ivanovich 

Mosin’s more simplistic design ultimately prevailed, 

and the 3-line rifle, Model 1891 was produced. 

However, the final production rifle incorporated 

some of its Belgian competitor’s (Emile and Leon Na-

gant) better features, which lead to a patent dispute. 

In all, the rifle came to be known in Western media as 

the Mosin-Nagant, but still remained just “Mosin” to 

the Russians. 

In the process, Sergey Ivanovich Mosin and the Na-

gant brothers produced a rifle that is by no means 

perfect, yet, in design, engineering, production, econ-

omy — even storage — the Mosin-Nagant was, in its 

heart, the very essence of Russia. 

In order to mass-produce around 37 million rifles for 

the front lines, the Mosin-Nagant had to possess a 

simple design. Each Mosin had a six-piece bolt, a ½” 

cast chamber, and had a two-piece trigger design. 

This made for a rifle that had fewer moving and total 

parts, which allowed it to withstand a larger tolerance 

variation than any of its contemporaries. 

The Mosin-Nagant rifle is simple, but very reliable. 

The rifle stood up to the abuses of poorly-trained con-

scripted infantry, yet it survived well. Most Mosin-

Nagants were stored in a thick petroleum preserva-

tive known as “cosmoline”. When restored, century-

old Mosins still remain in working condition and are 

enjoyed by hundreds of gun owners to this day. 

Furthermore, the variants of Mosin-Nagants present a 

large area of interest for collectors. The 3-line rifle, 

Model 1891 itself was a fairly straightforward bolt-

action, magazine-fed rifle. As is typical with Russian 

design, it had little finesse or grace, yet, it worked. It 

measured 51.25 inches in length, had a barrel length 

of 31.60 inches, and weighed about 9 pounds or a 

shade less and could be either single-loaded or fed 5 

rounds from a stripper clip. Effective range was listed 

as 500 meters, but the rear ladder sight was calibrat-

ed  to 2,000 meters. Some Mosins were given a “battle 

sight zero” at the factory so that the soldier who was 

issued it could use the gun at short range without 

having to sight it in. 

Part of the Mosin’s effectiveness was due to its car-

tridge, the 7.62x54R. It employed a rimmed case, 

which was and is rare for a military round, but it was 

extremely advanced for 1891, firing a 150-grain bul-

let at 2,800 fps. The United States at that time was 

armed mainly with the .45/70, and would not develop 

a comparable load until 1906, when it modified 

the .30/03 cartridge into the .30/06. 

In 1930, Soviet military officials saw it prudent to up-

date the now nearly 40-year old design. Out of this 

update came the M1891/1930, the most prolific of 

the Mosin-Nagant variants. It was shorter, at 48.43 

inches, as was the barrel length at 28.74 inches, and 

weighed nearly a pound less at 8lb 13oz. 

In the late 1930s, the Soviet military also saw the 

need for a carbine and produced the M1938. The M38 

was 40 inches even in length, 20.15 inch barrel and 

7lb 12oz. Essentially nothing more than a chopped 

down M1891/30 it, but unlike its predecessor did not 

allow a bayonet to be affixed, breaking with 

longstanding Russian belief (and by the time, only a 

The Mighty Mosin 
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Russian belief) that bayonets should be affixed at all 

times with rifles being sighted with this in mind up 

until the M38. 

The M38 was the most significant digression from the 

original design and subsequent models were built off 

of the M38 platform. 

The Mosin-Nagant helped to defend the city of Stalin-

grad from an advancing German army.  The Mosin-

Nagant also came in a sniper version, which was used 

to terrorize German soldiers.  It’s a fact that the Mosin

-Nagant was known for its reliability, accuracy, 

and ease of use and cleaning.  The sniper ver-

sion made Vasili Zaitsev and Lyudmila 

Pavlichenko into Russian war heroes. (Zaitsev, a 

Siberian hunter and marksman who peed ice-

water, killed more than 500 Germans, including 

11 Wehrmacht snipers, and made several shots 

at 1,000 meters.) The story of Zaitsev was loose-

ly told in the movie Enemy at the Gates. 

This rifle wasn’t just used in WWII.  It has been 

used in almost every war since WWII.  It was 

used extensively by the Chinese and North Ko-

reans during the Korean Conflict.  The North Vi-

etnamese as well as the Viet Cong used this rifle 

during the Vietnam War, and is currently in use 

in Afghanistan and Syria.  It is probably easier to 

list the wars where the Mosin-Nagant was not 

used. 

Today, while you never see Springfield 03s or a 

Lee-Enfields sold in numbers and even Mausers 

are getting scarce, the Mosin is readily available 

for about $150— they used to go for as low as 

$80 a rifle, but with the gun scare and lessening 

surplus stock available, the prices are beginning 

to rise. A “spam can” of Russian surplus ammo 

costs about $90 online for 440 rounds (the am-

mo is highly corrosive, so your Mosin will need to be 

cleaned with hot soapy water down the bore and then 

the usual cleaners shortly after getting home from the 

range.)  The rifle (may) need a trigger job, and it tends 

to shoot high without a scope, but it will still be one of 

the cheapest high-powered rifles available, and is one 

of the principal small arms that killed eight of 10 Ger-

man soldiers in World War II. And although you will 

never know the name of the soldier to whom it was 

issued, it will serve you just as well as it did him or 

her.  

- This article has been shamelessly stolen and cannibalized from: 

“GUN REVIEW: THE MOSIN-NAGANT” in Human Events  —  http://www.humanevents.com/2012/04/10/gun-review-the-mosinnagant/  

“History on the Cheap—Mosin Nagant” in Gun News  —  http://www.gunnews.com/history-cheap-mosin-nagant-2/  

“The Mighty Mosin-Nagant” in Field and Stream  -  http://www.fieldandstream.com/blogs/gun-nuts/2013/08/mighty-mosin-nagant  
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By Mark Westphal 

 

In 1916, in the year of our Lord 

Fighting came to Ireland like it never had before 

For freedom comes to those who fight for its day 

So I picked up my rifle and joined the IRA 

 

A free and united Ireland was our only desire 

And the best of the British Army couldn't put out that fire 

But a deal with the devil was soon put forth 

Freedom for the South and nothing for the North 

 

Well this didn't seem really right with me 

For Ireland is one from sea to sea 

And the IRA said our job's not done 

So off to the North I went with my gun 

 

We fought in the fields, we fought in the streets 

And the English knew we couldn't be beat 

We fought with rifles, we fought with rocks 

And sent many a soldier home in a box 

 

The fight has been long and many have fell 

And we weep for the rebels who starved alone in a cell 

For the price of our freedom is paid with blood 

of those IRA men who have died in the mud 

 

Is life so sweet or is peace so dear? 

That the weight of chains are easy to bear 

For freedom comes to those who fight for its day 

So pick up your rifle and join the IRA 

Pick up your rifle 
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Why do the FARC-EP fight? 

The struggle of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 

Colombia—People’s Army (FARC-EP) is the struggle 

of the Colombian and Latin-American people: it’s an 

answer from below to the systematical and institu-

tionalized violence practiced from above. The FARC 

are looking for a democratic coexistence with social 

justice and national sovereignty, as a result of a pro-

cess of massive citizen partic-

ipation, which will lead Co-

lombia to socialism. 

The reasons of the FARC-EP 

struggle are the same as in 

1964, when they were born. 

Violence from above hasn’t 

disappeared, violence on be-

half of the bourgeois-

oligarchic State against the 

poor, workers, peasants, the 

women, the indigenous peo-

ple, and the students, who 

don’t have any opportunities 

to live a dignified life. Their 

fundamental rights are only 

written on papers and in 

some laws, but in real life no-

body cares about them. The 

FARC-EP fight for a new Co-

lombia, for the Great Bolivari-

an, Latin-American Nation 

and for socialism. Therefore, 

their purpose is to take pow-

er, together with all the Co-

lombian people and to estab-

lish social justice once and for 

all. 

The FARC-EP and the vanguard in Latin America. 

After the neoliberal flood, the capitalist storm and 

the postmodern desert, the fire of rebellion keeps 

burning with dignity and persistence. When a lot of 

people got tired of fighting, the FARC-EP remain 

alive and kicking, with the vision of popular and rev-

olutionary power as a strategic horizon.  

Without paying attention to the si-

ren songs which invite them to sur-

render and disband, they are being 

part of the vanguard of Latin Ameri-

ca, together with diverse social and 

political movements which don’t 

resign themselves to a capitalism 

“with a human face”, nor to submis-

sively ask for breadcrumbs at the 

elite’s banquets. Alone, they’ve had 

to maintain this struggle against the 

grain many times, faced with the 

most powerful empire of the world, 

which makes use of the most crush-

ing technological power since the 

dark times of Hitler and Mussolini. 

Whereas the empire is developing 

the biggest offensive ever known 

against any revolutionary move-

ment (apart from Vietnam) against 

the FARC, they’ve had to defend 

themselves a lot of times alone. Ac-

tive solidarity with the FARC-EP is 

on the agenda, from a nation’s kind 

of perspective, beyond any state 

point- of- view, or circumstantial 

diplomatic situation. 

 

 

A FARC-EP Primer:  
Excerpts from “marulanda for beginners” 

Manuel Marulanda, an invincible rebel. 
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Drug-cartel or revolutionary movement? 

The Colombian bourgeoisie and different North 

American administrations (including the Pentagon 

and the CIA) insist on it again and again: “the FARC-

EP are a gang of drug traffickers, not a communist 

guerrilla”. Is that so? What is the real genealogy of 

this false accusation aiming to to discredit the insur-

gency politically? 

In November 1983, general Luis Eduardo Roca 

Maichel (graduated from the Yankee School of Amer-

icas) orders to send a special counter-guerrilla forces 

Company (6 officers and 43 sub officers) to deal with 

the dismantling of a cocaine laboratory and reinstall 

it on the Colombian-Brazilian border. The operation 

lasts two months. It is named “Mision rompedor 83”. 

The airplanes are sent from the military base 

“Apiay”. In March 1984, an international scandal 

breaks out. The laboratory is discovered and called 

Tranquilandia”. The generals, who are discovered 

hands in the jam, try to save themselves maintaining 

that “the laboratory belonged to the guerrilla”, which 

is absurd. The Colombian magazine “Semana” pub-

lished an article affirming that none of their journal-

ists could find anything at the laboratory that in-

volved the guerrilla. 

Origins of the “narco-guerrilla” story. 

At that time the U.S. ambassador in Bogota, Lewis 

Tambs (advisor of Bush Sr. and collaborator in the 

editing of the conservative documents of Santa Fe), 

not only supported the version of those Colombian 

generals, who obviously were narcos, but he also 

tried to dissimulate and hide the obvious fact that 

indeed the counterinsurgent war propelled by the US 

in the region, in Colombia, but also in Nicaragua, 

through the Iran-Contras affair (illegal sale of weap-

ons and drug deals to finance the anti-Sandinista 

counterrevolution) was financed with drugs.  

Those generals and that Yankee ambassador were 

the first to use the term “narco-guerrilla” to refer to 

the FARC-EP (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colom-

bia) and the ELN (National Liberation Army). Later 

on, the ideological brainchild would be generalized. 

The US change it into the new counterinsurgent 

“doctrine”, recycling the old ghost of “communism” 

and the new model of “narco-terrorism”.  

Those generals and that Yankee ambassador were 

the first to use the term “narco-guerrilla” to refer to 

the FARC-EP (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colom-

bia) and the ELN (National Liberation Army). Later 

on, the ideological brainchild would be generalized. 

The US change it into the new counterinsurgent 

“doctrine”, recycling the old ghost of “communism” 

and the new model of “narco-terrorism”. 

Communist ideology or “drugs”? 

It becomes clear how crazy and ridiculous it is to de-

nominate “narco” to a political-military, communist, 

Bolivarian, Marxist, Leninist and Guevarist organiza-
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tion, when you listen to the words of a governmental 

representative of Colombia. In 1997, when there 

were rumours of possible talks between the FARC 

and the Samper administration, sir Daniel Garcí a Pe-

n a (director of an exploring commission to promote 

peace negotiations with the guerrilla) declares: “The 

discourse repeated thousands of times about a guer-

rilla without ideals and turned into a mafia organiza-

tion is false. We’re talking about a political-military 

organization that imposes revolutionary taxes on the 

harvest (of coca) to sustain war, but they don’t ever 

participate in trafficking. If we were talking about a 

cartel, they wouldn’t take villages nor would they 

carry out military operations” Who said this, doesn’t 

have any sympathy for Bolivar, Marx or Marulanda…. 

On may 18th 2003, a United Nations special envoy, 

secretary general sir James Lemoyne, declares: “ The 

main support of the most important guerrilla force in 

the country comes from people who are ideologically 

committed.” 

The FARC financing. Bandits or insurgents? 

Apart from the revolutionary taxes, which the FARC-

EP impose to the Colombian bourgeoisie to maintain 

their belligerent force (with those taxes they buy 

weapons, munitions, radios for communication), the 

revolutionary combatants live from their own work. 

They produce, cultivate, harvest the biggest part of 

their own food, they produce their uniforms, wash 

their clothes, cook their food, repair their clothes, 

construct (time and again) their mobile camps, etc. 

The FARC-EP don’t live on behalf of the peasants. 

Every time they take anything from any peasant or 

worker, they pay for it punctually. That is why they 

gain prestige and respect among popular sectors, in 

contrast to the governmental army, the police and 

the paramilitary forces. How do the official Military 

Forces maintain themselves in the war? How do they 

finance themselves? How do they buy their weapons? 

There are two ways. Through direct North American 

military investment or through taxes which all the 

Colombian citizens have to pay, month-by-month, 

year-by-year. Who doesn’t pay taxes, loses his house, 

his goods, or could even go to jail. That’s “normal” for 

everybody. No one wonders why they should pay 

taxes every month for the military and the police 

keep on killing people? 

Terrorists or revolutionaries? 

The same Colombian bourgeoisie who sows the 

country with more than 300.000 dead and disap-

peared people…calls the popular sectors, rebels and 

dissidents “terrorists”. According to their theorists 

and media experts, the systematic violence from 

above, from the power and the State, is “pacification”. 

The popular reaction from below is “terrorism”. 

Strange judgment, derived from their propaganda 

after September 11th 2001, day on which, in a 

strange way, two commercial airplanes, supposedly 

kidnapped by terrorists, were crashed against the 

twin towers of the New York’s World Trade Center. 

On that same day, another airplane struck the Penta-

gon; events that were the perfect excuse for the em-

pire to declare their global “war on terror” and justify 

their intervention in any place of our planet, like they 

did in Afghanistan and Iraq, where they have com-

mitted the most horrendous crime. This new imperi-

al McCarthyism, which pretends to put an end to any 

popular protest and any radical dissidence, with the 

North American discourse about the “infinitive war 

against terrorism” is disputed by Noam Chomsky (US 

investigator) in his book “Rogue States: The rule of 

force in world affairs” (Cambridge, South End Press, 
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2000). He compares the FARC-struggle with the 

struggle of the Vietnamese guerrilla fighters. Accord-

ing to Chomsky, the US said that the Vietnamese 

guerrilla didn’t have any popular support…Right 

now, we know the truth about that. Exactly the same 

thing is happening to the FARC, according to Rogue 

States. 

Strategic plan of the FARC 

When they elaborate, discuss and approve a strate-

gic plan for the Colombian revolution, Manuel Maru-

landa and the FARC clearly specify that the main in-

surgency’s objective is the seizure of power. It’s not 

about the defense of some rural areas, or about us-

ing the confrontation as some kind of “pressure” to 

negotiate and obtain better electoral positions, it’s 

about the seizure of power. 

How do Marulanda and his comrades imagine and 

plan the seizure of power? Through two possible 

ways which don’t have to be necessarily separated. 

a) Through the armed way and the armed struggle, 

or b) Through the way of political alliances. This is 

the combination of the two paths outlined by the 

Conference and the Strategic Plan that the Central 

High Command’s meeting of 1989 would call 

“Bolivarian Campaign for the New Colombia”. 

The denomination FARC-EP (Army of the People) 

With the Strategic Plan, Marulanda promotes a New 

Operative Mode as part of the development of the 

armed struggle. Jacobo Arenas explains: “We are an 

ideological guerrilla force. We are in an irregular 

war and the bigger the guerrilla and the FARC-

movement grow, the more irregular we will be”. This 

New Operative Mode, that applies the mobile guer-

rilla warfare principles, stresses more the offensive 

practice than the defensive one, through the applica-

tion of harassment, assaults and take-overs of the 

enemy troops, putting emphasis on intelligence and 

planning. 

The FARC perceive themselves as the army of all the 

people, and in this perspective of political and mili-

tary development, they add the acronym EP (Army 

of the People) to their name. In this way, they under-

line the fact that the guerrilla is not a selfdefense 

force anymore (as it originally was), but a revolu-

tionary, patriotic and Bolivarian army, with national 

impact and with power aspiration. 

FARC-EP: a communist guerrilla 

The Colombian military intelligence and their asses-

sors from the CIA and the Israeli Mossad try to pre-

sent the FARC as social scum, a mafia band of gang-

sters and drug traffickers. They are no band of out-

laws and delinquents, without ideology or princi-

ples; neither are they an irrational armed group, 

guided by the desire of gunpowder and adrenaline 

(like in Hollywood films). Contrarily to all these leg-

ends, the statutes of the FARC - which are compulso-

ry for any combatant, risking a sanction if you don’t 

accomplish them- mark exactly the correct way of 

behavior in the war. 

When the FARC-EP discuss, debate and finally ap-

prove their statutes, they propose not only a quanti-

tative, but also mainly a qualitative consolidation of 

the revolutionary organization. In their statutes, 

they formulate the profound ideological fundaments 

that guide the political-military struggle in Colombia. 

Together with the ideological guideline which is in-

spired on Bolí var and Marulanda, Marx and Lenin, 

the insurgency’s statutes also define the organiza-

tion’s structure, the internal functioning with politi-
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cal cells (the FARC as an armed communist political 

party), and also the combatant’s rights and duties so 

that any kind of abuses or indiscipline can be avoid-

ed. 

The FARC Disciplinarian Regime: general rules 

for the insurgency 

In different historical experiences, the worldwide 

revolutionary camp has discussed about the way of 

developing the revolutionary war. For example in Eu-

rope, in the thirties, during the Spanish civil war, 

there were a lot of discussions in which the republi-

cans debated about if the military guerrilla forces 

should or not have an order and appoint to the con-

struction of a revolutionary army or if they should 

operate in a decentralized and horizontal way. A lot 

of other social processes discuss about this problem 

again. In the Colombian case, the FARC think that the 

long-term war-strategy that combines all ways of 

struggle, should have an order. This order, far of be-

ing “authoritarian” is democratic in its deepest sense, 

because on one hand, it doesn’t allow arbitrariness 

and on the other hand, it allows other popular rebel-

lions with the same political military libertarian pro-

ject on a national level, to express themselves. With-

out an order, in the middle of a war, the only thing 

you can expect is the popular defeat and its subordi-

nation to the bourgeoisie’s despotism. 

How to guarantee this order throughout time without 

depending on the changing opinions of one or anoth-

er commander? With some general rules that the 

whole insurgency has to discuss, study, accept and 

apply. These rules are called the Disciplinarian Re-

gime. They classify and establish rules about allowed 

and forbidden conducts, faults, sanctions and attribu-

tions of the different scales of commanders. The In-

ternal Commanding Norms refer to military life of the 

FARC-EP unities: in quarters, camps and marches. In 

this way, they unify criteria about discipline in any 

guerrilla command and any possible arbitrariness is 

being avoided. 

The FARC-EP and the coca plantations 

The FARC-EP have never defended the big drug 

chiefs. They have even had (and still have) armed 

confrontations with the big drug traffickers (they 

consider them part of the bourgeoisie and that’s why 

they charge them revolutionary taxes as they do with 

the rest of the Colombian bourgeoisie). But the FARC-

EP don’t repress the poor peasant who are involved 

in coca plantations, because they understand that it’s 

a social problem that requires political solutions. 

They try to persuade the peasants to substitute their 

coca crops by other plantations. 

The FARC-EP propose a comprehensive solution to 

the problem. Their proposal aims at finishing with 

the social problems, which cause drug addiction. To 

change the drug consume by the Colombian youth, 
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they propose a long-term systematic education. 

Therefore they have edited and diffused educative 

videos on Internet, for example the one called: “La 

baretopolí tica” (See: http://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=WLZyeRWhzdg where young guerrilla men 

and -women try to be an example to people of their 

own age. 

The FARC-EP and drug policy 

According to the FARC-EP, the paramilitary’s and 

mafia’s drug trafficking is a dangerous fuel to the civ-

il war. To solve this problem, the insurgency sug-

gests the substitution of the illicit crops by other 

ones. They also suggest the possibility of establish-

ing aid programs with new alternatives for the poor 

peasants. This whole project fits into a real agrarian 

reform, core of the Agrarian Program of the Guerrilla 

fighters. 

The FARC-EP have worked on concrete projects for 

the substitution of the crops. Their proposal sug-

gests that the poor people on the countryside should 

sow crops that are rentable too, like rubber or cacao. 

But therefore, they should receive help from the 

State and international organizations like the United 

Nations. Nobody is going to eliminate Colombia’s co-

ca just repressing the poor peasants, like the US high 

commands intends to. 

Health care and insurgent sanitarian policies 

In the middle of the civil war, the FARC develop 

health care programs, both for the civil population in 

the villages where they have a great popular support 

as for their own combatants. 

The sanitarian policies of the guerrilla start with the 

prevention and good alimentation for their militants. 

And when it’s necessary, in case of serious wounded 

combatants, the FARC have their own doctors who 

can perform the most complex surgeries in the mid-

dle of the jungle, in the same way as the Vietnamese 

did in the middle of their rice fields and the bomb-

ings. 

How does a revolutionary army get financed? 

The bourgeois State finances the counterinsurgent 

war in Colombia with North American military in-

vestments (one of the three most important in the 

world and the most important in Latin America) and 

suck the popular sectors dry with draconian taxes. 

That’s where the money comes from, with which the 

Santanderist Colombian army buys their airplanes, 

their satellites, their bombs and the enormous web 

of informants (“sapos”), paid by the State. All the 

bourgeois State apparatus, including their financial 

institutions, are focused on the counterinsurgency. 

How does a revolutionary army sustain itself during 

decades in this particular context? A long and cruel 

war, where the insurgency is constructing a social, 

political and military autonomous force, that doesn’t 

depend on other States, has to affront the problem of 

the financing. The insurgency responds attacking the 

mafia bourgeoisie where it most hurts them: to their 

bank accounts and their bulky finances. Another 

source of finances are the productive projects in dif-

ferent branches of the national economy, in a clan-

destine way. 

The revolutionary laws and sanctions of a new 

establishment 

The insurgency, without any external economic sup-

port, discharges the costs of the revolutionary war 

over the main capitals, the giant businessmen, the 

rich people and the big bourgeois families. Therefore 
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they implement new laws, ax of the popular sover-

eignty, which don’t obey to the bourgeois institu-

tions or to its legal laws. The retentions (sanctions 

applied to the bourgeoisie that doesn’t respect the 

new revolutionary legality) are the punishment for 

not accomplishing the payment of the peace taxes 

applied on the dominant classes. Only if you are 

aware of the drama caused by the counterinsurgent 

war and the bourgeois violence to Colombian people, 

you can understand the problem of the insurgent 

retentions. The ones who treat this problem in name 

of a vague, abstract and falsely equidistant 

“humanitarianism”… are just being cynical and hypo-

crite. If you claim the guerrilla to stop with the reten-

tions, why don’t you claim the State to stop charging 

taxes for the war and receiving permanent aid from 

the USA? 

The insurgency is not a band of delinquents, kidnap-

pers, bandits and outlaws. Even a US observer like 

Noam Chomsky, in his already mentioned book, 

qualifies those measures as “revolutionary taxes”, 

classification adopted by the London newspaper The 

Financial Times, too. 

“Insecurity”, robbery and criminality 

In the liberated areas where the guerrilla exercises 

their sovereignty and new power is in charge…the 

index of crime and citizen insecurity suddenly falls. 

Robbery, kidnapping, violations quickly disappear. 

Why would that be? 

The citizen “insecurity” is a product of the extreme 

poverty, the exclusion; the lack of education and the 

lumpen culture brought by the bourgeoisie to the big 

cities of Colombian society. When it’s the insurgency 

who exercises power, the delinquency statistics de-

scend. The peasants and displaced population recog-

nize that in the areas around guerrilla camps there’s 

no robbery, crimes or assassinations. The people ex-

ercise power and sovereignty by themselves, guar-

anteeing the security among the civil population. 

A peace crusade 

In the middle of a strong anti communist McCarthy-

ism, the attempt of criminalizing social protests and 

the cruel persecution against the guerrilla who keep 

up their banners for a peaceful solution to the seri-

ous social problems of the country, on national and 

international level, tendencies merge that defend 

and promote political dialogue with the insurgency. 

Among them, we could underline initiatives like the 

one taken by the government of the Bolivarian Re-

public of Venezuela, who even talked about the need 

to recognize the belligerent character of the Colom-

bian insurgency, or the initiative taken by the group 

“Colombian men and women for peace”, led by the 

liberal political leader Piedad Co rdoba and support-

ed by a lot of intellectuals, politicians and democratic 

personalities belonging to different parties and sec-

tors on national level, who want to put an end to the 

fratricide confrontation imposed by militarism. 

As a development of their peace policy, the FARC-EP 

have carried out unilateral initiatives which have led 

to the liberation of hundreds of war prisoners which 

they had under their custody, trying to make possi-

ble a humanitarian interchange of combatants from 

one and another side, those who are in the State 

prisons and those who are FARC prisoners. Hopeful-

ly they can pact a permanent prisoner’s exchange 
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law which could smoothen the consequences of the 

war; that’s how they could take the first steps to-

wards a new peace dialogue in Colombia. Since the 

end of 2007, the senator Piedad Co rdoba, member of 

“Colombian men and women for peace”, led the re-

ception of several groups of war prisoners and politi-

cians. But the Colombian State, controlled by a lump-

en militaristic elite (among which ex president Uribe 

and current president Santos stand out), have done 

everything they could to sabotage the initiatives; 

they have even criminalized the ones who don’t 

agree with their militaristic positions. 

The political prisoners of the FARC-EP and the 

humanitarian interchange 

When you are talking about a prisoner’s exchange 

(also called humanitarian interchange) you are look-

ing for liberation of the prisoners of both sides. 

There can’t be a real humanitarian interchange in a 

war if you claim only one band to free their prison-

ers while you keep absolute silence about the prison-

ers of the other band. 

Normally the media, manipulated by the Colombian 

government and US agencies, pressures the guerrilla 

to liberate their war prisoners. “Curiously”, they nev-

er mention the guerrilla fighters who are State pris-

oners, some of them condemned to more than 60 

years of prison. Don’t they exist? Do only the families 

of the prisoners held by the FARC exist? What hap-

pens with the families of the FARC prisoners who are 

in the State prisons, in the worst conditions of over-

crowding and violations by the regime? 

FARC prisoners in the US 

In the United States, “unparalleled paradise of Hu-

man Rights”, according to the TV, different dissidents 

and rebels of the world are imprisoned. North Amer-

icans, but also from other countries. Of their own 

dissidents, one of the most famous cases is the leader 

of the Black Panthers, Mumia Abu Jamal. There are 

also ex militants of the Weather Underground organ-

ization. They have been prisoners for decades. Be-

sides, there are five Cuban revolutionary militants 

(Gerardo Herna ndez, Fernando Gonza lez, Antonio 

Guerrero, Rene  Gonza lez and Ramo n Laban ino) who 

are being hold prisoners since a decade now, be-

cause they infiltrated terrorist groups in Miami to 

neutralize their actions. There are also a lot of Mus-

lim militants, submitted to the worst tortures - with-

out any juridical assistance or minimal guarantees- 

at the military base of Guanta namo. Together with 

all these people, in the US prisons there are also 

guerrilla fighters of the FARC: Simo n Trinidad, Sonia 

and Iva n Vargas. Some of them have been con-

demned to more than 60 years of prison. Always in 

the name of “plurality” and “respect for another’s 

opinion”! 

Simo n Trinidad, Sonia and Iva n Vargas have been 

extradited to the US exclusively for political reasons, 

violating the Colombian Constitution and their own 

bourgeois penal legislation, with ridiculous lies and 

sets-in-scene, trying to associate them with drug 

trafficking. The objective? Blackmail the FARC so 

that they give up their struggle, get demobilized and 

surrender. 

Prisoners held by the insurgency 

Among the prisoners who have been held by the 

FARC there are different kinds: a) detained for eco-

nomical reasons (because they didn’t respect the 

Law 002 about peace taxes); b) military and police-

men (captured in combat), c) CIA agents who oper-

Freedom for Simon and Sonia! 
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ate in Colombia and d) militaristic politicians who 

incite the war against the people from their privi-

leged social position. Under what conditions have 

these prisoners been living? All the personalities 

who visited these prisoners - they have been inter-

viewed and filmed- agree on the fact that it’s a diffi-

cult situation, but, like one of the FARC commanders 

stressed, “none of them are on vacations, they are 

prisoners, product of the confrontation…but they 

have their food provision, they are respected by our 

combatants, they have the possibility of a minimal 

interchange between them, etc.”. 

An illustrative case, used many times in the media 

campaign against the FARC, is the case of Ingrid 

Betancourt, ex candidate for president. The big me-

dia insisted, many times, on the fact that she was “on 

the verge of dying”, that she “was undernourished…” 

according to a high functionary of the Colombian 

State, she “looked like a child from Ethiopia”. And 

when she came out, the entire world could see Ingrid 

Betancourt’s conditions. She was absolutely healthy! 

Curiously, no one was surprised and no one won-

dered if everything said before had been a lie. Anoth-

er typical case is the one of the three CIA agents - 

called “cooperating civilians” by the international 

press-. Once liberated, the Colombian State forgot 

about the war prisoners held by the guerrilla. A big 

number of military and officers who are still in pow-

er of the insurgency are waiting for the government 

to accept a prisoner’s exchange. 

Human rights violations and disappearances 

The Working Group about Enforced Disappearance 

of the United Nations denounced the Colombian 

State for 351 proved cases occurred between 1979 

and 1986. The disappearances increased. According 

to this organization, “in Colombia there are still cases 

of enforced disappearance. Only in exceptional situa-

tions you perceive these cases in other Latin Ameri-

can countries, but not like in Colombia”. (24th of July 

2006). 

In 2007 there were reported 4.323 disappeared peo-

ple in Colombia. In 2008, 15.696 and the number has 

increased significantly: 18.236 cases in 2009, sum 

total 38.255 people reported as disappeared. The 

biggest number of disappeared is in Antioquia, 

where it grew from 471 cases in 2008 to 3.976 in 

2009. Following Bogota , where in 2009 were regis-

tered 3.769 cases and the Valle del Cauca depart-

ment, with 1.929 cases. (see Noticias Caracol TV.com, 

12/11/2010). These are official dates of Forensis, 

the magazine that reports annually about crime in 

Colombia. This is democracy! Without anyone bat-

ting an eyelid about it! As if it were something 

“normal” the dissidence simply to be disappeared… 

There’s nothing to envy about general Pinochet, Vi-

dela, Banzer, Stroessner…This is exactly the 

“Democratic Security” of the presidents Uribe and 

Santos who, besides this, during their criminal gov-

ernment already complete some 5 millions of dis-

placed people, and a counter-agrarian reform which 

allowed a bigger concentration of lands. 

The mass graves and the “False Positives” 

Another terrorist method applied by the Colombian 

State are the “False Positives” (Civilians assassinated 

by the Army, presented as guerrilla fighters killed in 

combat). According to the United Nations, the sys-
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tematic assassinations of young people and peasants 

committed by the Colombian Army to make them 

look like guerrilla fighters sum total 1.800. The num-

ber was published in a report of the UN envoy, Philip 

Alston, who was in Colombia to investigate those 

cases. Alston blamed the recompense system, estab-

lished by Uribe and Santo’s “Democratic Security” to 

defeat the FARC. According to the UN in the year 

2003 there are already dates about “False Positives”, 

though the scandal came to public light recently in 

2007. Other studies affirm that since 2002 when 

Uribe became president the extrajudicial executions 

of civilians have cost life to more than 3.000 people, 

some 160 under age. 

They do not only disappear people who express an 

opinion or disagree, opponents and militants who 

try to organize the popular sectors. Worse, the Co-

lombian State doesn’t present the corpses of the sup-

posed “guerrilla fighters” they assassinate. To these 

shivering numbers, we can add more than 2.000 NN 

corpses, buried in the biggest mass grave of Latin 

America, located in a little town called La Macarena, 

Meta, 200 kilometers to the South of Bogota . A mass 

grave, which is bigger than the ones in Chile, Argen-

tina, Peru and Guatemala. Pure Nazi style. Always in 

the name of “freedom”. 

Continuation of the FARC-EP’s Strategic Plan 

In spite of the cruel repression and the attempt to 

criminalize any popular protest, the FARC continue 

developing their longterm Strategic Plan for the Co-

lombian revolution. In the middle of this dispute 

with the Colombian State and with the interference -

now directly- of the United States, the FARC comple-

ment their plan for an armed struggle with social 

and political alliance projects of the popular move-

ments. The objective is to create a National Constitu-

ent Assembly that defines a new country and a new 

political regime, radically changing the social and 

political structures of the State.  

Two initiatives at the same time: Neither only revo-

lutionary war nor only political activity. Both of 

them! The most important ideas of Lenin, the great 

legacy of the Vietnamese, the historical experience of 

Marulanda. Combine all the ways of struggle, fight 

and dispute on any field. The FARC-EP sustain that 

all the different ways of mass struggle should be 

kept in mind. The guerrilla is a central part of it, but 

it’s not the only part. The FARC-EP perceive the rev-

olution as a wide range of convergent ways of strug-

gle where the popular insurrection in the big cities 

will accompany the offensive of the insurgent move-

ment. Together with the guerrilla movement goes 

the political party and the mass organizations, both 

social organizations as well as the clandestine Boli-

varian movement. 

Bolivarian platform for the New Colombia 

In their Manifest of September 2007, the FARC put to 

the consideration of the country and its political and 

social organizations, the Bolivarian Platform for the 

New Colombia, as a contribution to the discussion 

and the interchange about the banners and the pro-

gram of a new government, which they suggest 

should be patriotic, democratic, Bolivarian, towards 

a new social order, and committed with the political 

solution of this conflict. 

A new government, that materializes the political 

and social project of the Liberator, and creates a new 

Bolivarian Army to defend the nation and social se-

curity. A new order built on democracy and people’s 

sovereignty, which adds moral and electoral power 

to the three traditional powers and establishes a uni-

cameral congress and the revocation of mandate. A 

new governmental system which puts an end to ne-
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oliberal policies, assumes control of the strategic sec-

tors and stimulates production in all ways, which 

claims respect for the nation’s sovereignty regarding 

natural resources, implementing efficient environ-

mental policies.  

First the nation’s sovereignty 

And the FARC continue: A government, which guar-

antees free education on all levels, implements social 

redemption and agrarian justice, re-negotiates the 

contracts with transnational corporations which are 

harmful for the nation, cancels military pacts, treaties 

and agreements that blemish the nation’s sovereign-

ty; which doesn’t extradite national citizens and can-

cels the external debt payment concerning fraudulent 

loans from any period.  

A government, whose international politics are based 

on the Great Nation and Socialism, and whose priori-

ty is the integration of the people of Our America. 

That’s why the FARC policy on borders is based on 

brotherhood, not on confrontation with the armies of 

the neighboring countries. 

Clandestine political construction 

Learning their lessons from the extermination suf-

fered by the leaders and militants of the Patriotic Un-

ion in the late eighties, the FARC impulse the political 

construction of a mass movement; open, democratic, 

patriotic, anti-imperialist, but clandestine: the Boli-

varian Movement for the New Colombia. 

At the same time, the FARC consider the problem of 

the financial resources, which are vital for the imple-

mentation of the Strategic Plan. They re-adjust the 

Central High Command of the insurgency 

(increasinging it to 31 members). And they also es-

tablish specific responsibilities for every commander 

who’s going to be in charge of the governmental 

structures on national, regional and municipal level, 

considering the possibility of the seizure of power via 

armed uprising. The FARC plan on forehand how this 

future government will be, in the hands of people and 

revolutionaries. They have already a concrete gov-

ernmental plan and punctual measures to take in 

case of a popular victory. 

Two ways towards revolution and socialism 

Meanwhile, as the political analyses of the situation 

in Colombia are branching out between the FARC and 

the Communist Party, of which they historically have 

drawn upon, the insurgency decides to impulse the 

construction of a Clandestine Communist Party 

(PCCC) without confronting the other, legal, CP but 

with their own, autonomous perspective and organi-

zation. The FARC and the PCCC on one hand and the 

PCC on the other, propose different ways to get to so-

cialism and communism. According to the ideas of 

the FARC commanders “we will probably meet again 

on the way”. The real problem in this political debate 

is the issue of power, central ax of the revolution in 

any country of the world. Contrarily to the postmod-

ern ideas that propose to “change the world without 

taking over power”, the FARC think that it isn’t possi-

ble to get to real, profound, structural, long-term 

changes, if you avoid the problem of the seizure of 

power. 

The FARC-EP define themselves as a political armed 

party. A communist party of Marxist, Leninist and 

Bolivarian inspiration. Their political structure corre-
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sponds to the Leninist principles of organization 

adapted to Colombian reality. Every combat squad 

works as a political party cell, with periodical meet-

ings. The squad-commanders can’t be politically in 

charge of their cell (in this way, they allow discus-

sion and democracy, interchange of opinions and self 

critics). 

Insurgent tasks and political strategy 

In the FARC’s political strategy there are several fun-

damental tasks for the accumulation and develop-

ment of the guerrilla force in different phases: a) the 

numerical increase of combatants, b) the strengthen-

ing of the Fronts, c) the achievement and improve-

ment of means for the confrontation, d) the construc-

tion of strategic routes, e) the consolidation of mass 

organization, f) the construction of the Clandestine 

Communist Party- PCCC, g) the deployment of the 

Bolivarian Movement, h) the development of the mil-

itary urban structures, i) the multiplication of the 

Bolivarian militias on the countryside and in the cit-

ies, j) the strengthening of the mass fronts. This wide 

range of convergent forces has one common goal: to 

sustain the insurrectional uprising and the fusion 

between popular struggle and the guerrilla force. 

Political education in the FARC-EP 

To know how to combine all ways of struggle, you’ll 

have to insist again and again on the political educa-

tion of the militants and leaders. In the FARC-EP, the 

political education revolves around the Bolivarian 

ideas and the classics of Marxism, global and espe-

cially Latin American. They try to develop a compre-

hensive education. For that purpose there are differ-

ent kinds of schools. From the moment a combatant 

joins the organization his educational process starts. 

In the first place in daily life, in their relationship 

with other, more experienced combatants. Secondly, 

in a series of basic, technical and specialized schools, 

and also schools for commanders. 

In these schools they study a series of subjects or 

specializations like cartography, combat intelligence, 

explosives. There are also classes on economy, phi-

losophy, clandestine mass organizational work, 

marksmanship theory and practice, snipers. To edu-

cate the number of commanders required for the im-

plementation of the Strategic Plan, this educational 

system has a school for commanders called Hernan-

do Gonza lez Acosta. 

The FARC, the counterhegemony and the battle of 

ideas 

Facing the big media monopolios (that belong to a 

small number of millionaire families like president 

Santo’s), who spread a one-dimensional, McCarthy-

ist, repressive, anticommunist discourse, always doc-

ile with the USA, the insurgency tries to develop a 

counterhegemonic communication. With little re-

sources, and without the big money the oligarchy 

has, the FARC broadcast through the Bolivarian Ra-

dio Chain, “Voz de la Resistencia” (Voice of Re-

sistance), that transmits from the Colombian jungle. 

Far from the supposed “lack of ideology”, that some 

bad-informed analysts attribute to them, the insur-

gency also has their political magazine 

“Resistencia” (national and international) where 

they expose their points of view about Colombian 

society, their press agencies, their web pages (see 

the references at the end of this book), their folders 

and theoric books. A whole web of cultural and com-

municational counterhegemonical institutions to un-

dertake the battle of ideas, culturally and politically, 

against the totalitarian discourses and the mind’s 
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manipulation of the oligarchic power. 

Why does it take so long to take over power in 

Colombia? 

Why does the Colombian revolution take so long? 

When will the FARC-EP undertake their final offen-

sive? Why didn’t Marulanda and his combatants take 

over power in a couple of years? To answer these 

questions it’s necessary to have a look at different 

issues, for example the correlation of forces and the 

revolutionary situation. 

Social revolutions are not carried out according to 

the wishful thinking or the individual whim of one or 

another person. There are certain conditions that 

make the revolutionary solution to a crisis possible 

or impossible. In Colombia and in any country of the 

world. The fact that the Colombian revolution takes 

so long doesn’t mean that it is impossible or not fea-

sible. In other societies the revolutionary would 

have to combat for a lot of  years, too (two analogue 

social and historical examples are the Vietnamese 

and the Chinese revolution, among others, where the 

social conflict wasn’t resolved in a few years, in a ru-

ral “flash” war like in the Cuban revolution or 

through quick urban insurrections like in the Rus-

sian revolution). 

What is a revolutionary situation? 

Revolutions don’t rise because of magic or because 

of a revolutionary’s desire. To produce a revolution-

ary crisis, there’ll have to converge at the same time 

contradictions and conditions. Lenin, trying to get 

over the mechanical idea that deposes all its hope 

only on the economical crises, following Marx and 

Engels, affirms that not only economical crises pro-

duce a revolutionary situation. This presumes objec-

tive, but also subjective changes. To the dialectical 

method of Marxism, the objective and subjective cir-

cumstances are complemented and determined by 

one another. 

The objective circumstances of a revolutionary situa-

tion have to do with the unresolved problems of the 

capitalist reproduction and the economical crisis. 

The subjective condition has to do with the organiza-

tional level, conscience and the popular mass and 

workers’ struggle. Both of them are impregnated 

with power relationships between social classes. The 

conditions are never complete if there doesn’t exist 

an active and organized intervention of the popular 

masses. “For a revolution to break out - warns Lenin- 

it’s not enough that the ones from below don’t want 

to keep on living as they did before. It is also neces-

sary that the ones from above cannot continue gov-

erning as they did before”. 

The armed struggle: more in force than ever      

before 

The mobile guerrilla warfare as a tactics offers a 

great perspective for the insurgency to act under any 

circumstance. They can easily jump from resistance 

in the deepest jungle to the action in the peripheries 

of municipalities and cities. Their action can get to 

the economical heart of the country; it can be mani-

fested on transportation and on critical points of the 

energetic infrastructure and road network. 

The growing misery, the enforced displacements, the 

false positives, the everyday appearances of mass 

graves, the unemployment, the inattention of the so-

cial debt, the indignant surrender of national sover-

eignty to the United States are a powerful time-bomb 

just about to explode. The social inconformity, to-

gether with the military action of the guerrilla force 
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can, as Marulanda affirms, open the doors to a 

new social order, marked by justice. 

The entire book, “Marulanda for 

Beginners” is available to down-

load as a PDF from: 

http://farc-epeace.org  

The FARC-EP Hymn 

For justice and truth 

together with the people 

On the first dawn came up 

this little song 

Which was born in our guerrilla voices 

of struggle and future 

With Bolivar, Galán 

is riding horse again 

No more crying, no more pain for our nation 

We are people who go 

after freedom 

Constructing the path of peace 

Guerrilla- fighters of the FARC 

to triumph with the people 

For the nation, land and bread 

Guerrilla-fighters of the FARC 

with your voices united 

You will reach freedom! 

The secular oppression 

still wants to silence 

the feelings of the workers 

Comrades raise 

the peace banner 

and the holy rights of the people 

You can already feel 

the end of the empire 

with the embrace of the entire America 

Peace and happiness for the people 

the future will be socialist 

Guerrilla fighters of the FARC 

to triumph with the people 

For the nation, land and bread 

Guerrilla fighters of the FARC 

with your voices united 

You will reach freedom! 
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