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From the Editor: 

This issue had to be made. 

Despite whatever else has been going on that has prevented me from getting 

more issues out, this one needs to be put out there. Watching events unfold in 

Ferguson, MO, starting with yet another murder of a young black man, Mike 

Brown, by racist white cops, the subsequent protests, and the militarized state 

suppression of civil rights, the desperate attempts of the bourgeois media to 

side track and then ignore the real issues at hand, even when the media them-

selves were being attacked by government thugs, brought a real sense of the 

growing desire for revolution and liberation in the oppressed people, not only 

in Ferguson, but around the country and around the world. Lulled to sleep by 

promises of electoral reform and nebulous “change” which never comes true, the 

sleeping giant of the oppressed masses is beginning to stir, to wake up, to re-

alize they can fight back. In order to 

do so, we must begin by building our 

own institutions and establishing our 

own means of self-defense, both against 

criminal elements that prey on the 

people from below, but also and espe-

cially from the attacks from the armed 

thugs of the bourgeois state. We have 

to know the law if we are to demand 

just treatment, and to be prepared to 

resist and fight back to enforce our 

rights, from liberating our comrades 

from unjust arrest and brutality, to 

maintaining an armed and militant 

self-defense posture in protecting our 

communities, observing and recording 

every police interaction and proac-

tively working to prevent police thug-

gery before it happens.  

We welcome voices from across the Socialist spectrum to contrib-

ute to this zine  -  to submit an article or work for considera-

tion,  or letter to the editor, please send it to:     

socialistgunreview@gmail.com 



Page 3 

Contents: 
Gun News & Current Events              -   PAGES 4 –6 

The Revolution will be Organized      -      PAGE 7 

Message from the BLRP                    -     PAGE 11 

Know your Rights                          -     PAGE 16 

The Indigenous Peoples Liberation Party - PAGE 18 

Black Open Carry Protesters            -     PAGE 20 

The Legendary TT-33                       —    PAGE 23 

Revolutionary Organizations on the other side of 

the razor wire                              -    PAGE 25 

Its Raining Pigs Rats and Moles!       -     PAGE 27 

Toward a Socialist Militia              -     PAGE 37 

Excerpts from A Primer to Police Crowd Control 

Tactics and Firearms                      -    PAGE 40 

How to Properly Open Carry              -     PAGE 49 

Guns, Sisters, Guns                         -    PAGE 51 



 Gun News & Current events Page 4 

Mexico´s 43 Missing Students: ‘Enough! 
We Are Tired of Being Afraid’ 

“They took them alive, we want them back alive!”  

This is the chant resonating around the world these 

days. More than 40 days have passed since 43 stu-

dents disappeared in Iguala, Me xico. On September 26, 

these students from theRau l Isidro Burgos Normal 

School (Escuela Normal Rural) went from Ayotzinapa 

(where they live and study) to the city of Iguala. They 

were fundraising to attend the commemoration cere-

monies of October 2, 1968, a date in which Mexican 

students were killed, tortured and incarcerated by the 

Mexican government. 

The Normales Rurales emerged as a political project of 

the Mexican state in the 1920s. The objective was for 

rural communities to have access to education since 

students would become professors to serve their com-

munities. These schools were also the roots of social 

and political transformation. Two important figures 

graduated from Ayotzinapa’s Normal School: Lucio 

Caban as Barrientos (Party of the Poor) and Genaro 

Va zquez Rojas (National Revolutionary Civic Associa-

tion), two important guerrilleros in Mexican history. 

This tradition of dissident voices has continued until 

this day, despite several attempts by Mexican presi-

dents to try and squash them. Today, of the 29 origi-

nal Normales Rurales, only 17 exist. On September 26, 

while the students were in Iguala, police cars opened 

fire on them, killing six people. Anothere 43 students 

were put in police cars, and that was the last time eve-

ryone saw them. Their present whereabouts are un-

known. 

Since the drug war began in Mexico in 2006, more 

than 20,000 people have disappearedwithout a trace. 

According to official numbers, from 2007 to 2012 

there were more than 121,000 homicides, and more 

than 50,000 since the current government of Enrique 

Pen a Nieto rose to power. 

The numbers are frightening, but we need to give fac-

es and voices to the people that have vanished: Who 

were they? What did they do for a living? Were they 

students or workers? What were they dreams? What 

made them sad or happy? The term narcopolitics has 

been used to describe how narcotraffic and govern-

ment are mutually imbricated. I consider that we are 

now in a state of necropolitics: the power exercised to 

decide who lives and who dies. 

Abel Garcí a Herna ndez is 19 years old. He comes from 

Tecuanapa, Guerrero. His father, a farmworker, has 

been looking for him since he disappeared and still 

has hopes to find him alive. Marcial Barando is 20 

years old and comes from Costa Chica, he was in 

the Normal Rural, preparing to become a bilingual 

professor (Spanish and an indigenous language). Ben-

jamí n Asencio Bautista, 19 years old, is from Chilapa 

and he was a communitarian educator before joining 

the Normal Rural. Jose  A ngel Campos Cantor, 33 years 

old, comes from Tixtla Guerrero. 

These are only four names and faces of 43 students 

that are still missing. 

These are indigenous students fighting for a better life, 

for an education engaged with a social and political 

http://www.latinorebels.com/2014/11/10/mexicos-43-missing-students-enough-we-are-tired-of-being-afraid/ 
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reality. On November 7, Jesu s Murillo Karam, the 

attorney general of the Mexican federal govern-

ment, organized a press conference about the miss-

ing students and, based on the testimonies of two 

detainees, claimed they were  murdered. He closed 

the conference with the phrase, “Ya me 

canse ” (“Enough, I’m tired”). Almost immediately, 

the phrase became a hashtag and a trending topic 

on Twitter. People used it to express their fatigue of 

Mexican society towards their violent, corrupt and 

lying govern-

ment: #YaMeCanse DeTenerMiedo (“I’m Tired of 

Being Afraid”).  

The families of the missing students claim they 

want their sons alive and demand irrefutable evi-

dence of their deaths before making a conclusion. 

They refuse to accept only testimonies from those 

detained. 

We, as students and as society, are with them. You 

don’t mess with human pain. The organization of 

several protests (around 100 each time) in cities 

around the world and Mexico demand the finding of 

the 43 missing students in Mexico, as well as the 

punishment of the culprits. 

A monumental tag was written in the main square 

of Mexico City: Fue el Estado (It was the State). This 

is our main claim. Even if they already incarcerated 

the local mayor of Iguala, Jose  Luis Abarca, many 

responsible parties are still free. The local and fed-

eral governments are part of the same State, so the 

Mexican State is the direct responsible for the 43 

missing students since they were in police cars, the 

workers of the government, the last time they were 

seen. Time is running short. 

The pain is growing, but also indignation. In a pro-

test on November 8, the door to the National Palace 

was on fire in Mexico City but also there were arbi-

trary detention of students by policemen. Some-

thing is clear: Mexico is in pain and enraged. We 

have to keep an eye on the central subject here: 

Ayotzinapa is not a closed case. Conversely, with 

Ayotzinapa and the 43 missing students, 

Mexico is writing another history. Mexico is alive. 

Protests, music, global actions, letters, hashtags, 

websites, meetings, organizations, vigils, murals—

spreading to the world and across borders. Re-

sistance comes from different paths. They are them, 

but we are them. Their pain is our pain. Their rage 

is our rage. Nontheless, their hope is also ours. Until 

justice arrives, we will remember the stories and 

faces of each of the 43 students. Memory is our way 

of resisting. They won’t silence us. 

“They took them alive, we want them back alive!” 

 Demonstrators hold a riot cop during clashes following a protest in Acapulco. Photograph: Pedro Pardo/AFP/Getty Images  
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FBI: Local police kill at least 400 
people a year, mostly minorities 

From RT August 15, 2014    -     http://rt.com/usa/180648-police-shootings-african-american/ 

A white police officer in the United States killed a black 

person on average of twice per week from 2005 to 2012, 

according to homicide reports offered to the FBI. But this 

data is limited, as only about 4 percent of law enforcement 

agencies contributed. 

There was an average of 96 such incidents out of at least 

400 police killings each year that local police departments 

reported to the FBI, according to analysis conducted 

by USA Today. 

The analysis comes in the wake of the fatal police shoot-

ing by a white officer of unarmed black teenager Michael 

Brown in Ferguson, Missouri that has set off national out-

rage over US law enforcement’s aggressive use of deadly 

force, incongruent targeting of minorities, and a milita-

rized posture that treats citizens as the enemy. 

The FBI report shows that 18 percent of African-

Americans killed during those seven years were under the 

age of 21. Whites killed that were under the age of 21 

came out to 8.7 percent. 

As USA Today noted, only around 750 agencies - out of the 

17,000 law enforcement entities across the United States - 

offered such data to the FBI. 

On top of the limited participation, the self-reported con-

tents of the database are considered incomplete. The data 

are not audited after submission to the FBI, and infor-

mation on “justifiable” homicides has often been at odds 

with independent statistics gathered on police fatalities. 

''There is no national database for this type of information, 

and that is so crazy," said Geoff Alpert, a criminologist at 

the University of South Carolina. "We've been trying for 

years, but nobody wanted to fund it and the (police) de-

partments didn't want it. They were concerned with their 

image and liability. They don't want to bother with it.'' 

Alpert added that the limited FBI data - the most complete 

record of people killed by US police - can show that a 

death had occurred, but it is reliable for little else. 

"I've looked at records in hundreds of departments, and it 

is very rare that you find someone saying, 'Oh, gosh, we 

used excessive force.' In 98.9 percent of the cases, they are 

stamped as justified and sent along,” Alpert told USA To-

day. 

The International Association of Chiefs of Police, on the 

other hand, said police use of force is blown out of propor-

tion. Based on data from the Bureau of Justices Statistics in 

2008, the group said less than 2 percent of 40 million peo-

ple who had contact with police passed along complaints 

that officers used or threatened force. 

"In large part, the public perception of police use of force 

is framed and influenced by the media depictions which 

present unrealistic and often outlandish representations 

of law enforcement and the policing profession,'' the 

group said in a 2012 report. 

Nevertheless, many independent studies of police shoot-

ings in major US cities have come to the conclusion that 

minorities are disproportionately targeted for police vio-

lence. 

"We need not look for individual racists to say that we 

have a culture of policing that is really rubbing salt into 

longstanding racial wounds," NAACP president Cornell 

Williams Brooks told Mother Jones. 

Brooks added that in the US, many people suspected of 

minor crimes are confronted with "overwhelmingly major, 

often lethal, use of force.” 

Meanwhile, officers are rarely convicted or sentenced for 

killing a suspect. 

"Unfortunately, the patterns that we've been seeing re-

cently are consistent: The police don't show as much care 

when they are handling incidents that involve young black 

men and women, and so they do shoot and kill," said De-

lores Jones-Brown, law professor and director of the Cen-

ter on Race, Crime, and Statistics at the John Jay College of 

Criminal Justice in New York City, according to Mother 

Jones. 

"And then for whatever reason, juries and prosecutor's 

offices are much less likely to indict or convict." 

The US Justice Department is investigating at least 15 po-

lice agencies in the US for systemic abuse, including allega-

tions of excessive force, racial profiling or false arrest. 



It’s been one month since those who protect and 

serve white supremacy murdered Mike Brown. 

Over this month, it feels like history has repeated 

itself yet again. The system has suppressed, the 

people have resisted, and still we see no justice for 

the murder of our young brother Mike Brown. 

It’s like de ja  vu. We 

saw it happen in Watts 

in 1965, Chicago in 

1968, Miami in 1980, 

and in LA in 1992. The 

people of Ferguson 

were fed up with con-

tinuous terrorization, 

brutalization, and 

overall systemic op-

pression and rose up 

in righteous rebellion 

against the power 

structure. For every 

action, there is a reac-

tion. What happened in 

Ferguson was a reac-

tion to the oppressive 

actions of police and 

state. 

For weeks all eyes 

were fixed upon the 

town of Ferguson, MO. 

The media frenzy was high as the enemy scram-

bled to suppress the mass of uncompromising peo-

ple demanding justice for Mike Brown. The op-

pressor used every trick in the book, from putting 

a Black man “in charge” to calling in so-called 

Black leaders to pacify the people. The enemy even 

turned the town of Ferguson into a literal warzone 

where people on the ground had to engage in a 

revolutionary struggle to preserve their humanity. 

Around the country people had their false-sense of 

comfort shaken again by what happened to Mike 

Brown and the vicious 

attack on the people of 

Ferguson. Rallies, vig-

ils, and protests spread 

like wildfires through-

out Amerikkka and 

around the globe. So-

cial media timelines 

were filled with 

#DontShoot and 

#HandsUp pics. Celeb-

rities, dignitaries, and 

even the President 

commented on Fergu-

son. However in spite 

of this humungous re-

sponse from the peo-

ple, we still haven’t 

even received an arrest 

for Darren Wilson. 

Now the hype has be-

gun to die down, and 

many people are slow-

ly going to back to sleep. Where did we go wrong? 

Every time we have a sensationalized injustice, we 

get mad, we protest, we wait on justice, and even-

tually we go back to sleep. Why does this happen? 

It happens because we are mobilized but not orga-

The Revolution Will Be Organized: A 
revolutionary’s response to Ferguson 

By Taurean Brown  - Sept. 9, 2014 from POWER 

http://taureanbrown.com/2014/09/09/the-revolution-will-be-organized-a-revolutionarys-response-to-ferguson/ 
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nized. History can’t be repeated, but errors can be. 

We have continued to make the error of mobilizing 

around issues, and not organizing against the sys-

tem. In order to be productive in a liberation 

struggle the difference between mobilization and 

organization must be understood. Mobilization is 

temporary, while organization is constant. Organi-

zation is proactive, calculated, and uncompromis-

ing. Mobilization is reactionary, compromising, 

and often non-specific. 

It’s easy to mobilize people these days, especially 

during sensationalized events as the murder of 

Mike Brown. After a 

while, it even be-

came trendy to re-

spond to Ferguson. 

This is not to dis-

credit anyone’s con-

tribution, because 

trendy or not, it 

showed solidarity 

with Ferguson and 

raised awareness. 

However trendy 

consciousness and 

mobilization will not get us the liberation and 

power we so desperately seek. Power only comes 

from the organized masses. We have seen time 

and time again how unsuccessful mobilization 

alone is when it comes to improving our condition. 

Mobilization at its best leads to reform, and reform 

is not going to solve our problems. The only way 

oppressed people will achieve liberation in this 

land is through revolution. Revolution takes or-

ganization, without organization it’s just a mobi-

lized unproductive reaction that is bound to fail. 

Earlier in my activist career, I thought I could take 

the renegade approach to the struggle. Due to my 

disdain for the political drama that arises in organ-

izations, I thought I would be able to fight for the 

people without being involved with a particular 

organization. I now understand that I was operat-

ing under an unconscious state of mind. In order 

to be truly productive towards the liberation of 

our people, one MUST be organized. True power 

comes from a people who are conscious, orga-

nized, armed, and uncompromising. Anyone who 

truly wants to get involved needs to join an organi-

zation that is working for the people with whom 

they share similar ideologies and strategies. If no 

such organization exists, then that person should 

take action and create one. Some people might 

think we have too many organizations currently, 

but I disagree. We could have three hundred dif-

ferent organizations 

working for the people, 

and if every oppressed 

person was an ACTIVE 

member of at least one 

of those orgs, we would 

see Amerikkka tremble 

and crack. As long as 

the organizations have 

an united front under 

the goal of freedom, 

nothing can stop their 

progress. 

In order for liberation organizations to be produc-

tive and successful they must address the needs of 

the people. These organizations must take a radi-

cal approach in addressing the conditions which 

exist. I say radical to mean that the organizations 

must focus on the root of the problems. Building a 

revolution will require people to be radicalized in 

order to increase our social/cultural, political, and 

economic power. 

Our social/cultural power will be raised once we 

elevate our consciousness about our identity, his-

tory, and how the enemy operates. Many people 

are unconscious; they have no idea of who they are 

or where they come from. They only know what 

the oppressor has conditioned them to know. Due 

to their unconsciousness many fall into the traps 

of self-destruction created by enemy. Our people 
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and especially our youth need revolutionary edu-

cation. This education must challenge the status 

quo and teach our people to be critical thinkers. 

Also many of our people are still unconscious to 

the issues of other marginalized groups within and 

outside of our community. This unconsciousness 

comes at a heavy price as many aid in the oppres-

sion of these marginalized groups such as women, 

LGBTQ, people w/disabilities, etc. Organizations 

must provide spaces and opportunities to wake 

people up to their own contributions to oppres-

sion. We can’t organize sleeping people who think 

and act like oppressors. 

Our political power will be raised once we stop 

buying into the liberal versus conservative distrac-

tion that Amerikkka has created. Neither the liber-

al or conservative ideology cares anything about 

the collective condition of Black and Brown peo-

ple. History has proven this. Post our so-called 

Emancipation; Black people have blindly given our 

votes away to political parties and individuals who 

ignore our issues. We need to create our own po-

litical party. Though we are only a small percent-

age of the population, we are often deciding fac-

tors in many elections. We need to use this fact to 

our advantage. However don’t be mistaken; voting 

will not solve our problems. Voting however can 

be a way to improve our condition until revolution 

comes. 

Another part of raising our political power is by 

arming ourselves. For far too long we have al-

lowed to oppressor to condition us to think that 

the only way we should respond is through nonvi-

olence. The enemy does this because he knows 

that nonviolence alone will never dismantle the 

power structure of white supremacist capitalist 

patriarchy. Amerikkka is the most violent country 

in modern history. To think that it is going to just 

to give up its power without violence is illogical. 

We must understand that nonviolence is a worthy 

and necessary tactic, but it should not be a princi-

ple in which we have to subscribe to at all times. 

Pan-Afrikanist revolutionary Kwame Ture 

(Stokely Carmichael) once stated, “In order for 

nonviolence to work, your opponent must have a 

conscience. The United States has none.” Orga-

nized people struggling against a violent oppres-

sor must be able to protect themselves should an 

attack come. We must not be afraid to defend our-

selves; it is essential in our struggle for freedom. 

To build a revolution we need resources. In order 

to gain resources in this society we must increase 

our economic power. Though our struggle is 

against capitalism, we must build the wealth of 

our community in order to feed, house, clothe, and 

protect our community. Organizations must work 

to elevate the financial awareness of our people. 

Our people have to learn how to invest and save 

money. We have to teach our people to be crea-

tors. If we have to go to our oppressor for jobs, we 

will forever be enslaved to them. We should be 

able to employ our own people. We must pool re-

sources and support each other as we strive to 

bring more resources to our people. 

Revolution is our only solution. The systems that 

rule over the United States of Amerikkka are rot-

ten to the core. It would be unwise to think the 

system that creates our oppression can somehow 

give us liberation. Audre Lorde told us that the 

master’s tools will never dismantle the master’s 

house. Freedom cannot be given; it must be taken. 

If we really want to take our freedom, then we 

must get organized. We cannot continue to focus 

on individual injustices and ignore the system 

which creates these injustices. The true justice for 

Mike Brown will come with the revolution, and the 

new society created from it. In the words of our 

dear brother Kwame Ture, we must ORGANIZE! 

ORGANIZE! ORGANIZE! Stay Woke. 
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A Message from the  
Black Riders Liberation Party 

GENERAL T.A.C.O SPEAKS ON THE WATCH-A-PIG PROGRAM, ARMED SELF-DEFENSE, 

THE PANTHER (S.F.) EIGHT, AND THE BRUTAL ASSASSINATION OF TOOKIE:  

When the LA rebellion exploded, mainly because 

of the savage brutal beating of Rodney King by the 

racist LAPD, it revealed that young black people 

trapped in the poverty stricken ghettos had finally 

come to their African senses, united in a “gang” 

truce, and rejected taking out on each other their 

frustration that stemmed from white racism and 

capitalist oppression. In the past, the outcome of 

such negative self-hatred resulted in a severe non-

violent posture towards the racist police and other 

government agents of repression. Brothers and 

sisters who were considered hardcore on the 

streets would literally start running from just the 

sight of the racist police. On April 29, 1992, the 

LAPD started running! After the rebellion, black 

unity was very strong, so the LAPD began to open-

ly carry M-16 military rifles to try to further intim-

idate the Black community and tried to destroy 

every peace gathering in every “hood” in LA!! The 

times were changing, and the Black Riders were in 

tune. In 1996 we circulated in Watts, South Cen-

tral, Inglewood, Hawthorne, Compton and Long 

Beach, talking to young black brothers and sisters 

on the need to unite and push our constitutional 

and human rights, especially our right to have 

weapons and defend ourselves. Many of them 

could identify with what the Black Riders were 

saying, because they had experienced and wit-

nessed so much outlaw gang behavior by the po-

lice. 

 

Many of them donated and gave us their legal guns 

and other self-defense weapons to help us begin 

the first watch-a-pig program patrols to move 

against the racist pigs. The fascist police act as an 

imperialist occupying army like they’re working 

overseas in Iraq or Afghanistan, monitoring the 

actions of the neo-colonial poor Black people and 

swooping in at will, with high-powered guns, to 

trap and leave as quickly as they came, yet never 

responding to the real safety needs of the commu-

nity. Harassment, terror, torture, brutal beatings, 

drive-by shootings, stop and frisk, and verbal 

abuse are the standard operating procedures for 

the police. Regular and sometimes massive 

sweeps through the Black communities are 

launched by the various pig forces (including the 

FBI) and authorized by the racist European ruling 

class and corrupt high public political officials in 

the name of trying to fight “crime” and “gang-

banging.” Whole blocks have been cordoned off 

and anyone entering and exiting is questioned. 

The police consider any Black person, including 

our children, as a typical criminal suspect or 

“public enemy!” When it is the paramilitary police 

who have contributed to the problem of crime and 

violence through their gang-style responses and 

their involvement in smuggling drugs and guns 

into our community. Thus, tight hand cuffs, being 

shoved into a police car, being slapped with a billy 

club, kicked between the legs, maced, the use of 

attack dogs, forced to put one’s hands on top of 

hot police cars, armored vehicles, battering ram 

tanks, and suffering humiliating public strip 

searches all have become part of life for young 

Black people all over racist AmeriKKa, especially 

in L.A. 

 

We named our organization the Black Riders Lib-

eration Party and we selected as its symbol the 

Black panther, in honor of the first Black revolu-

tionary vanguard, the Black Panther Party for Self 



Page 12 
Defense. We chose to resurrect the Black panthers 

in retaliation, when we learned that our parents 

and elders were murdered, imprisoned, drugged, 

brainwashed and exiled in the first Black revolu-

tion by the wicked FBI and local police through an 

evil government secret war program of Counter 

Intelligence (COINTELPRO). The Black panther is 

an animal that when it is pressured it moves back 

until it is cornered, then it comes out fighting for 

life or death. We felt we had been pushed back 

long enough and that it was time for poor Black 

people to come out and take over. During the re-

cruitment periods, we clarify that the party is not 

racist. We actually oppose all forms of racism, es-

pecially when institutionalized to benefit the capi-

talists. 

 

We wanted to ensure that poor Black people 

viewed our patrols as positive and helpful to the 

community. We didn’t want people to see the 

Black Riders as thuggish, gun toting brothers and 

sisters without an organized political agenda. We 

came up with the idea that all Black Riders would 

wear an updated model of the old Black panther 

uniform – black berets, and black, gray and white 

camouflage fatigues, and big black boots! We 

chose this uniform to make sure that we would not 

look like or appear to be 

any black street organiza-

tion or “hood” in L.A. One 

of the main goals was to 

unite all these hoods or 

groups into fighting for 

positive revolutionary 

goals. We want to help es-

tablish peace and unity be-

tween young Black people 

still caught up in the Blood 

and Crip war going on in 

our community, so we tried 

to pick a “neutral” color for 

our New Generation Black 

panther organization. We also knew that many 

racist police agencies were directly responsible for 

the ongoing Blood and Crip war by picking up 

brothers and sisters in patrol cars and dropping 

them off in the middle of a “hood” that the individ-

ual didn’t get along with. In order for us to be an 

effective organized force of peacemakers, we real-

ized that we would have to first deal with the his-

torical peace breaker! The Watch-a-pig program 

was also created to deal with this issue. That is 

why we continue to seek to confront the real ene-

my of poor Black people and move the struggle to 

a higher level, to remove the fear that black people 

have of the racist police and show them that the 

enemy is really scared of us as a people. 

 

We began the patrol in 1997 armed with law 

booklets, video cameras, para-military camouflage 

fatigues, black berets, bats, knives, black karate 

skills and any other legal weapon we could get a 

hold of. We began to monitor the police radio calls, 

observing arrests as they questioned black people, 

educating our people about their armed self-

defense rights, and offering our services to people 

who needed a witness against the police in a law 

suit. Sometimes, we even received urgent cell 

phone calls from Black people and we would send 
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out a car to the troubled location 

to watch the pigs. If necessary, 

we would even follow the racist 

pigs in their car around the com-

munity, bumper to bumper, just 

to make sure that they would not 

hurt anyone. We made it clear to 

all the comrades involved in the 

program that they should be pre-

pared to do battle only if a racist 

police officer drew his or her gun 

or tried to attack us unjustly. We 

knew that once it started, we may 

wind up in jail or dead standing 

up for our people’s rights. This 

activity captured the hearts and 

minds of the people. Many young Black people 

who used to fight each other in the streets united 

and went out to patrol the demonic police togeth-

er. That’s what we call real Revolutionary Black 

Power. 

 

We all felt the compelling urge to finally risk our 

lives for something positive as opposed to some-

thing negative. We launched the first patrols of the 

police armed with weapons since the original Pan-

thers started in 1966! Without a doubt we had to 

overcome the life threatening reality associated 

with the patrols. It took an extreme love for our 

people to have the heart and courage to police the 

police. The police killed Black people in cold blood 

all the time in LA and get away with it calling it 

“justifiable homicide.” We felt the pigs were a gang 

of cowards and busters when confronted by orga-

nized Black people with knowledge of the law and 

who were ready to defend themselves by any 

means necessary. Many of these patrols resulted 

in bloody combat or confrontation with the pigs 

and our comrades were framed and sent to jail on 

trumped up charges. This did not stop our patrols 

as more people joined our ranks once the police 

exposed themselves to be nothing but common 

criminals acting under the color of law. The sec-

ond Black Revolution had begun and the genie of 

Black revolutionary violence had once again been 

let free in Babylon. It would only stop when total 

freedom was had. 

 

Many old O.G. (original) Black Panthers from LA to 

New York joined our ranks or supported our pro-

grams. They were anxious to get another shot at 

the oppressor and they wanted to prove that the 

Black Panther will always live in the hearts and 

minds of the people. A few of the recently impris-

oned Black Panther Eight supported our program 

while they still prowled the streets. They were 

framed and arrested Jan. 23, 2007 for a 36-year-

old trumped up alleged retaliatory murder of a 

white police officer. The pig was corrected seven 

days after the vicious murder of the great Black 

Panther leader General George Jackson by racist 

San Quentin prison guards on August 21, 1971. 

This new critical government attack on these ag-

ing O.G. Panther elders will never be forgotten and 

will be met with an extremely massive political 

consequence. The Panther Eight must be set free 

by any means necessary. 
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We patrol the pigs at random and link it with our 

other daily movements doing other dangerous po-

litical work like trying to educate and raise the Af-

rican consciousness of young Black people on the 

street corner to stop tribalism and Black on Black 

violence. We were careful to keep our patrols 

within the bounds of the law and this pissed off 

the pigs even more. Pig brutality was extremely 

reduced in areas we patrolled. Black people in the 

community were deeply impressed. The police 

tried to turn the community against us but it had 

the opposite effect. The community was proud to 

see disciplined young Black men and women de-

fend their rights and stand up to the wicked racist 

AmeriKKKan Empire. Our reputation as fearless 

freedom fighters grew everywhere. By the year 

2007, ten years later, we had successfully grown 

more sophisticated, and by then patrolled the pigs 

in Watts, Compton, Long Beach, Inglewood and 

even Oakland! 

 

We grew more sophisticated mainly because of the 

support of the poor Black people throughout LA 

donating everything an oppressed people can to 

fight back. Our people donated time, advice, rides 

in their own cars, and pennies, nickels, and dimes 

to support our programs. Some people literally 

jumped in line while we watched the pigs and 

brought their own video camera or camera phone 

to participate. This happened many times, espe-

cially along Crenshaw Blvd. in LA. We bought a 

“Black Power Van” equipped with high-tech walkie

-talkies, video cameras, scanners, lap top comput-

ers, binoculars, tasers and other technical equip-

ment needed to fight against police terrorism and 

educate our people about the need for security 

against the pigs with an advanced four-wheeled 

mobile security system operating 24 hours a day, 

for free!! 

 

Some petty-bourgeois people fail to understand 

why we collect donations. They are completely 

stupid to the fact that in the early 20th Century, 

the great Black leader Marcus Garvey created 

black owned enterprises by collecting donations of 

nickels and dimes. More than a hundred thousand 

black people came out in 1919 in New York to see 

Garvey launch the Black Star Steam Ship Line. We 

as a people all collectively owned those gigantic 

ships and that was a beautiful thing in the past. 

Now we as a people must prepare and be ready for 

the future. 

 

We have helped to create many positive food, 

clothing, shelter survival programs, and many 

small “gang” truces around Los Angeles and in 

many jails. We have also been to many speaking 

engagements, unity meetings and demonstrations 

for the people in the last 11 years of our existence 

as a new Black panther organization. Yet the bru-

tal government assassination of Stanley “Tookie” 

Williams had a serious impact on our grass roots 

organizing efforts to bring the masses of our peo-

ple back into political life. Through his book and 

other articles he wrote, Tookie taught us that 

Black on Black violence must be prevented on the 

spot before it happens, through conflict resolution 

by a respected, reasonable, revolutionary African 

minded mediator. It is impossible to count all the 

times our organization has stood between two 

armed hostile factions and helped to bring about 

peace and Black on Black love. 

 

Tookie’s message of Black Unity had ultimately 

struck a chord in the hearts of young Black people, 

so the government moved quickly to silence that 

message. I led a delegation of 20 militant Black 

Riders soldiers to City Hall and to Schwarzeneg-

ger’s office at the Ronald Reagan building in down-

town LA in the fight to save him from execution, 

and helped to bring national and international TV 

and media attention to his case. We exposed to the 

world that the racist death penalty was being used 

by corrupt politicians as a weapon of assassina-
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tion. Governor fake terminator Schwarzenegger 

has gone on record saying that one of the main rea-

sons why he murdered Tookie was because Tookie 

had dedicated his book to many different O.G. Black 

Panther leaders, especially general George Jackson. 

We also launched a militant demonstration outside 

of Tookie’s funeral when the racist LAPD tried to 

set up military barricades around the proceedings. 

We felt this was the height of disrespect, so we en-

gaged in numerous tense clashes and confronta-

tions with the pigs to clear a path for Black people 

to enter the funeral and pay their respects. Many 

Bloods and Crips showed up at the funeral to show 

their support for Tookie. 

 

The Black Riders Liberation Party was born in a 

period of stress, when black people were moving 

away from the philosophy and strategy of non-

violent actions being pushed by neo-colonial pup-

pet fake black leaders who encouraged us as a peo-

ple to hold in our anger and pain from white racist 

oppression. This causes us to take out the explosive 

frustration on each other through tribalism instead 

of unleashing it on our real enemy. We dare to be-

lieve that we could offer the community a perma-

nent political vehicle that would serve their needs 

and advocate their interests. We have met many 

foes; we have seen many enemies, we have been 

slandered, kidnapped, gagged, jailed, raided, and 

murdered. When the enemy strikes out at you 

blindly, crushing you right and left if he possibly 

can, then you know you are doing everything right! 

We now know more than ever before, that the will 

of the people is greater than the technology and 

repression of those who are against the interests of 

the people. Therefore we know that we can and 

will continue to serve and educate the people. Bul-

letproof love, thanks and appreciation goes out to 

all the brothers and sisters on the block who have 

supported the struggle. Hollow point bullets are 

sent to all the snitches, sell-outs, pig boot licking 

house nigga’s, especially the ones that roam the 

streets. THE RACIST DOG POLICEMEN MUST IM-

MEDIATELY WITHDRAW FROM OUR COMMUNITY, 

OR FACE THE WRATH OF AN ARMED PEOPLE!! 

 

He who does not fear the death of a thousand cuts 

will dare to unseat the emperor! Long Live the 

Guerrilla! Power to the People who Don’t Fear 

Freedom! 

--General T.A.C.O., Black Riders Liberation Party 

 

Inbox us or email us at blackrid-

ers1996@gmail.com if you want to join! 

IF YOU DON'T STAND FOR SOMETHING, YOU'LL 

FALL FOR ANYTHING! 

BE A MEMBER OF BLACK RIDERS! 

RBG 4 LIFE! BLACK POWER! ALL POWER TO THE 

PEOPLE!  
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EDITOR’S NOTE: While the Socialist Gun Review 

does not agree with the openly libertarian / An-

Cap political views of many in the Cop Block or-

ganization, they have done excellent work in 

making people aware of the need to record police 

encounters and educate them on their rights.  

While we recognize that civil rights are transitory 

and easily revoked in the bourgeois state, we can 

and should exercise every right we possess for 

our own and our peoples’ self defense and em-

powerment.  

* For everyday police encounters., particularly when alone  without backup. 
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On Wednesday, October 22nd, Mother’s Against 

Police Brutality held a march and rally for the Na-

tional Day of Resistance against Police Brutality. 

Protestors marched through the streets chanting 

“this is what a revolution looks like” and “indict, 

convict, send those killer cops to jail! The whole 

damn system is guilty as hell!” 

National Chairman of the Indigenous People’s Lib-

eration Party, Kooper Caraway spoke to the crowd 

about the IPLP’s position on police terrorism. Car-

away exposed the police as an illegitimate occupy-

ing colonial army in the indigenous and African 

communities. Caraway also exposed the U.S. gov-

ernment as an illegitimate foreign alien settler co-

lonial government on indigenous land. The U.S. 

government has broken over 500 land treaties 

with the indigenous people on their own land. 

Chairman Caraway pointed out that indigenous 

people, African people, and white working class 

people have an abusive relationship with this so-

cial system, capitalism and imperialism. He said 

that the people should overturn this oppressive 

and exploitative system.  

The capitalist system was built as a result of the 

genocide, relocation, and ethnic cleansing of indig-

enous people, the theft of our land, and the kid-

napping, enslavement, and genocide of African 

people. This social system is completely rotten 

and must be overturned if the people of the earth 

are to have a future and know peace. 

The police represent the frontline troops of the 

U.S. imperialism in the indigenous and African in-

ternally colonized communities. They serve the 

ruling capitalist colonialist class of this country 

and protect private property. Their job is to con-

tain indigenous and African people and keep them 

enslaved to this system.  

The condition that indigenous and African people 

are facing is colonialism. This means that a foreign 

alien state power dominates another people for 

economic exploitation and political advantage. 

 

But together, we can push the occupation out! 

Hasta la victoria Siempre!  

To contact the IPLP go to their Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Indigenous-Peoples-Liberation-Party 
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Black Open Carry Protesters Are 
Marching Against Police Brutality, 
and the Media Is Silent 
Countervurrent News — October 17, 2014                              

http://countercurrentnews.com/2014/10/black-open-carry-protesters-are-marching-against-police-brutality-and-the-

media-is-silent/ 

They call themselves the Huey P. Newton Gun 

Club, named after the co-founder of the Black Pan-

ther Party For Self Defense. Like the defunct or-

ganization which called for reform of community 

policing, demanding that police come from the 

neighborhoods they serve, the Huey P. Newton 

Gun Club says they are marching “to promote self-

defense and community policing” in response to 

the recent high profile stories about police shoot-

ing unarmed African Americans across the coun-

try. 

To the protesters, “community policing” is more 

than just a word. Communities should be protect-

ed by members of the community, and held ac-

countable. Ironically this was the original vision 

for community policing, articulated in 1812 by Sir 

Robert Peel. That’s right, it may surprise many to 

discover that our communities have only had po-

lice as we know them for a little over 200 years. 

Even then, it took a little while for Peel’s concept 

of police forces to make its way to the United 

States. Since then it has become a norm that many 
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cannot imagine a time before. 

In Texas, the Huey P. Newton Gun Club are follow-

ing in the footsteps of Newton, who was a law ma-

jor, striving to stay within the bounds of legality. 

Though the historical Black Panthers had a nota-

ble slip-up which led to then Governor Ronald 

Reagan signing the Mulford Act which prohibited 

carrying loaded guns in public space. The goal of 

the Panthers, as they explained it, was to assert 

the rights of the people to defend themselves 

against corrupt police, within the bounds of the 

law. The Huey P. Newton Gun Club says that’s ex-

actly what they are doing today with their open 

carry protests. 

Police have kept a close eye on the protesters, 

while also trying to keep their distance. One officer 

we talked to said “there’s really nothing we can do 

about it. Open carry protests are not against the 

law.” 

Others refused to comment. 

As the open carry protesters marched down MLK 

Boulevard and Malcolm X Boule-

vard chanting “justice for Michael Brown,” the un-

armed African American teenager shot and killed 

by police in suburban St. Louis town of Ferguson, 

police looked uneasy. 

Since that first protest, the Huey P. Newton Gun 

Club has hit the streets again. They say “black 

open carry is here to stay.” 

Far from being focused only by the Mike Brown 

shooting, the Huey P. Newton Gun Club says that 

their goal is “to shed light on local shootings by 

police.” 

“We think that all black people have the right to 

self-defense and self-determination,” said Huey 

Freeman, the organizer of one of this Fall’s 

marches. “We believe that we can police ourselves 

and bring security to our own communities.” 

Freeman said Wednesday’s marchers planned to 

patronize several South Dallas businesses to keep 

their money in the community and teach their 

neighbors about their “right to self-defense.” The 

group says that they are here to educate people 

about their rights, and to defend against illegal vi-

olence perpetrated by rogue officers or even drug 

dealers. 

Many passers-by honked and waved in support. 

Most were African American, but many were Cau-

casian and Latino. 

“We need to arm ourselves, not to attack anybody, 

but in self-defense,” an open carry protester said. 

“We can’t let people just come into our communi-

ty, whether they are law enforcement or not, and 

just gun our people down and there is no account-

ability.” 

Dallas police officers appeared to follow the de-

monstrators in unmarked police cars. Toward the 

beginning of the 90-minute demonstration, a cou-

ple of police cars temporarily blocked off MLK 

Boulevard so the protesters could safely cross the 

street. 

Christina Smith, acting commander of the Police 

Department’s strategic deployment bu-

reau, explained “it is standard protocol for non-

uniformed officers to be present at all scheduled 

protests/rallys in order to protect the rights of the 

demonstrators as well as other citizens.” 

Protester Charles Goodson, said “I would rather 

them not be here because there are many issues 

going on here with regards to police brutality. But, 

at the same time, if it helps the community by see-

ing the police here or makes people more comfort-

able, then that’s fine.” 

The earlier August protest saw a strong police 

presence, even while officers kept their distance. 

At one point the police blocked off the street to 

allow the protesters to cross traffic safely. Other 

than that officers said they were not going to stop 

them. Protesters too said that they were more or 
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less indifferent to the police presence, as they 

were “irrelevant” to the legal and peaceful march. 

Now a second, larger open carry “armed self-

defense patrol” took to the streets this October, 

marching around Dixon Circle. This is where James 

Harper was shot and killed by a Dallas officer in 

July of 2012 when a raid was executed on his 

home, sparking outrage in the community. 

“The end goal is to establish the situation where all 

black people in every community are armed,” Dar-

ren Ecks, an open carry protester with the group 

said. “They’re ready to do self-defense, not just 

against the police department, but against drug 

dealers or against anybody that would bring harm 

to the communities.” 

Help SPREAD THE WORD, because we all know 

the mainstream media won’t do it’s job! 

To Contact the Huey P. Newton Gun Club, email:  

huey.p.newton2014@gmail.com  

or  

huey_p.newton@mailfence.com  
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By Cody Glacz 

 

F 
ew pistols have stood the test of time, proving their ruggedness and reliability more than To-

karev's legendary TT-33. Born from post-civil war Russia’s need to replace their aging arsenal 

of M1895 Nagant revolvers with a more modern, semi-automatic design, the TT-33 was de-

signed in 1930 by Fedor Tokarev, who drew heavily from John Browning's FN Browning Mod-

el 1903 and Colt Model 1911 pistols. While Tokarev ‘borrowed’ some features from the Capitalist 

Browning, he did more than just copy. His design differs from Browning’s work in certain distinct areas. 

Most notable are the lock mechanism and safety arrangements. In Tokarev’s design, the lock mechanism 

is ‘packaged’ in that the sear and hammer assembly are removed as a unit. This package also contains 

two machined guides which act as feed lips to aid reliability. The easily removable firing mechanism al-

lows quick and easy cleaning and maintenance, plus the machined guides make this design more toler-

ant of low quality or distorted magazines. Tokarev also ditched Browning’s extractor design, replacing it 

with a simpler external extractor, which is pinned in place. While some shooters dislike this feature be-

cause of its “flimsiness” compared to the Colt 1911’s solid internal extractor, it was ahead of its time in 

weapons technology, and all modern semi-auto handguns feature similar external extractor systems. 

Finally, Tokarev also threw out Browning’s grip safety and manual safety. The only safety the original 

Soviet issue Tokarev possesses is a half-cock notch, which renders the slide inoperable until the ham-

mer was drawn back to full cock or pulled back to full cock and then lowered manually.  

Tokarev’s design performed well enough during trials to be adopted as the 7.62mm Samozaryadnyi Pis-

tolet Tokareva obraztsa 1930 goda (7.62mm Tokarev self-loading pistol model 1930). Developed and 

The legendary TT-33:  

The USSR's first great pistol 
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produced at Tula Arsenal it became known as the Tula Tokarev 1930 or TT-30. However this model was 

quickly simplified and improved to become the TT-33. The TT-33 would go on to become the standard 

Soviet service pistol until replaced by the 9x18mm Pistol Makarov (PM) in the 1950s. It should be noted 

though that the long obsolete M1895 Nagant revolver remained in service, simply due to need, through-

out World War II. 

The TT-30/33 performed well during the border wars with Imperial Japan, the Winter War and World 

War II. It was easy to use and proved reliable even in the harsh conditions of the Eastern Front. While 

the TT-33 gave as good as it got standing toe to toe with the Wehrmacht’s P-38, it was replaced by a new 

double-action Makarov after the war. However the TT-33 didn’t simply disappear after being replaced in 

Soviet service. Instead, the Soviets shared the design with Warsaw Pact countries and other allies, such 

as China (type 51), Poland(Wz.33), Romania(TTC), Hungry (M48) and Yugoslavia(M57 and M70).  

The TT-33 is chambered in 7.62x25mm Tokarev, which is based on the 7.63x25mm Mauser round of the 

Mauser C96 (which had been widely used by Bolshevik forces during the Russian Civil War) but loaded 

to higher pressure levels. It is such a hot little round that muzzle velocities can range anywhere from 

1300 to 1800 fps. A common velocity would be around 442 meters per second (1,450 ft/s) with about 

544 joules (401 ft·lbf) of energy, making it powerful enough to penetrate though class 3 Kevlar vest.  

The largest drawbacks of The TT-33 is the lack of safety features, making the only safe way to carry it is 

to always ensure it has an empty chamber. However, safeties are installed in American imports. It also 

had a tendency for the magazine catch to accidentally release the magazine while drawing or firing the 

pistol, if the magazine was damaged in any way.  

As mentioned above, the TT-33 was also used in many nations in more or less original forms. Most mili-

tary TT pistols of non-Soviet manufacture were also chambered in 7.62mm, with some commercial ex-

port versions available in 9x19mm Luger, and usually fitted with some sort of manual safety.  

If you want to get a piece of legendary history, without having to spend a lot of money, the TT-30/33 is 

the gun to buy. Usually most at gun shops or online retailers such as Centuryarms.com or JGsales.com, it 

retails around 250-300 dollars for Romanian TTC or Yugoslavian Zastava M57 both of which are the 

most common variants found in the market, but the Yugo M57 is different than the other variants, as it 

has a longer flame and magazine, making it's magazine incompatible with other Tokarev designs. If you 

do get a M57, try to find one with spare magazines. 

As for the 7.62x25 ammo, there used to be was tons of surplus ammo which could be purchased as 

cheaply as 1200 rounds for $150, but since the gun panic of 2013, most of those stocks have all but dried 

up, making the ammo hard to find. However, availability is slowly coming back thanks to centur-

yarms.com's new ammo brand Red Army Standard, selling 50 rounds for $25 dollars a box. If you are 

looking for a more easily acquirable ammo alternative, there are Tokarevs chambered in 9mm, such as 

the Zastava M70, which is 9mm version of the M57 pistol.  

As with all Soviet designed weapons, the TT-30/33 and its variants have stood the test of time because 

of their commitment to simplicity, durability, and rugged socialist engineering. 
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Revolutionary organizations on the 
other side of the razor wire: 
Most of these prison-based organizations  are part of the United Panther Organization, and operate in-

side the “slave pens of oppression”, turning them into “schools of liberation”. Even if you are not incar-

cerated, all comrades are welcomed and encouraged to contact them and lend support. They usually op-

erate on an extremely small publishing budget and limited staffing, so any and all contributions are wel-

come—  [Make sure a first and last name are clearly printed in the return address section of the enve-

lope or your mail will be returned.]  

New Afrikan Black Panther Party—Prison Chapter  

PO Box 4362  

Allentown, PA 18105 

Contacts: 

Kevin Johnson #1859887 

Clements Unit 

9601 Spur 591 

Amarillo, TX 79107  

 

 

Shaka Zulu 661323B 

NSP 

PO Box 2300 

168 Frontage Rd. 

Newark, NJ 07114  

The White Panther Organization 

PO Box 4362  

Allentown, PA 18105 

The Red Heart Warriors Society 

PO Box 4362  

Allentown, PA 18105 

Contacts: 

Billy Johnson #322385, 

P.O. Box  279  

Clifton, TN 38425 

 

Tom “Big Warrior” Watts 

PO Box 4362  

Allentown, PA 18105 

Chicano-Mexicano Prison Project 

c/o Union del Barrio 

P.O. Box 13036 

San Diego, CA 92170 

info@uniondelbarrio.org 

619-398-6648 
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It’s Raining Pigs, Rats and Moles! 
Vermin Culture, ‘Good Cop’ Brainwash,  
and National Oppression in Amerika  

By Kevin “Rashid” Johnson 

Kevin Rashid Johnson is a political prisoner and leader of a prison organization called the New Afrikan 

Black Panther Party.   

The ‘Good Cop’ Brainwash 

In Amerika, government-empowered forces 

(military, police, spy agencies, jailers and their 

proxies) have been the key forces of persecution 

and violence against minority nationalities and 

people of color. Whether the military, slave pa-

trols, slave drivers and overseers, or lynch mobs 

and racist paramilitary groups; whether 

COINTELPROs and urban police or the Prison In-

dustrial Complex; whether the Wars on Drugs, 

Crime and Gangs in pretended response to the U.S. 

government itself flooding the ghettos and barrios 

with narcotics, military grade firearms, and incit-

ing gang wars, or the blatant multi-

agency declaration of war (Martial Law) against 

Louisiana’s desperate, stranded and officially 

abandoned Black Hurricane Katrina victims and 

subsequent policy of ethnic cleansing in New Orle-

ans, etc. Executive forces have been anything but 

our servants and protectors. 

Yet the entertainment media (the real CBS: Central 

Brainwash System) is infested with fantasy images 

of romanticized vermin (pigs, moles and rats): he-

ro cops, and military action figures, spy agent in-

trigue and shifty informants. But nowhere do they 

show the actual violence, oppression and terror 

these vermin inflict on poor people of color every 

day across Amerika. And what’s worse is the con-

scious effort to cast these good cop images in 

Blackface. 

From Ice Cube (of “Fuck the Police” rap fame) as a 

cop in All About the Benjamins, to Ice T (who back 

in the day also spit anti-police rhymes like “Cop 

Killer”) starring in Law and Order as a cop and as a 

snitch in Boyz in the Hood; even activist actor Mel 

Gibson as a cop in the Lethal Weapon series; Will 

Smith as an urban cop alongside Martin Lawrence 

in the Bad Boys series, as an Air Force pilot 

in Independence Day (commemorating July 4th, a 

holiday celebrating a war fought in large part to 

keep Black folks in slavery and exterminate Na-

tives), and as a futuristic cop in I-Robot; Samuel L. 

Jackson, in The Negotiator, who only as a cop 

could rise above the law and resort to 

‘crime’ (taking hostages and multiple shoot-outs 

with other cops) to clear himself of being framed 

by cops with killing another cop [!?]; Martin Law-

rence, again as a cop (impersonator) in Blue 

Streaks. Then there’s Chris Tucker alongside Jack-

ie Chan in the Rush Hour series, and Jamie Foxx 

in Miami Vice and Stealth, Denzel Washington 

in Training Day and as a rogue spy in Safe House, 

DMX in Exit Wounds, Morgan Freeman in Kiss the 

Girls, Along Came a Spider and so on ad nauseam. 

In most all other roles Blacks are cast as criminals 

and villains. 

It’s ‘Good Cop Brainwash’ and criminal stereotyp-

ing projected in modern minstrel shows, which 

the system finds necessary to gloss over the con-

tinued growth in size and violence of Pigs in the 

Hood, and to perpetuate a criminalized image of 

the poor urban people of color that they brutally 
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occupy. 

Indeed, in the era of the War on Drugs (on govern-

ment-supplied drugs that is), heavily armored par-

amilitary SWAT teams have become everyday 

parts of oppressive urban policing, while TV gives 

a totally distorted portrayal of their role. As one 

critical race writer, Steve Martinot, observed, 

“Swat team operations are presented on TV cop 

shows as well-choreographed high-tech raids in 

dangerous situations. But 80% of their “raids” are 

to serve warrants on people of color for non-

violent crimes.”[i] 

Preeminent critical intellectual Noam Chomsky 

revealed: 

Recently there’ve been some very interesting stud-

ies of urban police behavior done at George Wash-

ington University, by a rather well-known crimi-

nologist named William Chambliss. For the last 

couple of years he’s been running projects in coop-

eration with the Washington, D.C. police, in which 

he has law students and sociology students ride 

with the police in their patrol cars to take tran-

scripts of what happens. I mean, you’ve got to read 

this stuff: it is targeted against Black and Hispanic 

populations almost entirely. And they are not 

treated like a criminal population, because crimi-

nals have constitutional rights – they’re treated 

like a population under military occupation. So 

the effective laws are: the police go to somebody’s 

house, they smash in the door, they beat the peo-

ple up, they grab some kid they want, and they 

throw him in jail.”[ii] 

Cops don’t make our communities safer, nor do 

they positively impact the people’s security needs, 

nor reduce ‘crime,’ nor the drug plagues. Even 

Malcolm X recognized, decades ago, that when the 

police presence increases yet community prob-

lems only worsen, the police are obviously a big 

part of the problem. Steve Martinot gave a vivid 

example of this in the tragic story of Adam Hakim, 

a Black New York youth who was the victim of a 

massive ‘search and kill’ police manhunt, which 

concluded in his being beaten and paralyzed by 

guards, because he refused to sell drugs for local 

cops in his neighborhood.[iii] 

I’ve previously written in some detail about the 

well-documented practice and designs of U.S. po-

lice in persecuting, murdering, then attempting to 

replace popular independent New Afrikan political 

leaders like prominent Black Panther Party mem-

bers, Malcolm X, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 

others.[iv]  Also, their roles in facilitating crimes, 

violence, gang wars and the drug plagues in our 

oppressed communities, then in turn expanding 

the police presence and violence, and mass impris-

oning us where we cannot reproduce and fathers 

are torn away from our families and communities 

– also well documented.[v] 

So, the media image projected of the pig establish-

ment is a far cry from, indeed the very opposite of, 

reality. Their role has been to make war on, con-

tain, criminalize and cripple our communities, 

which the drug plague plays a key role in. 

 The presence of drugs gets people fighting among 

themselves over the money generated by traffick-

ing. Massive drug presence in a community pro-

duces a strung-out and desperate populous, in-

creasing petty crime and gang warfare over con-

trol of the trade. A tide of actual criminality emerg-

es, feeding stereotypes that have criminalized 

those communities before the fact. Ostensibly to 

stem this tide, police departments demand bigger 

appropriations from state legislatures. They ex-

pand to become very powerful political forces in 

urban areas, which they manifest through in-

creased militarization and aggressiveness. That 

power is now nationally coordinated and central-

ized through the Law Enforcement Assistance Act 

passed under Nixon.[vi] 

Why the ‘Good Cop’ Brainwash? 

Why indeed is there the perpetual onslaught of 

Good Cop brainwash? 
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First off, glamorizing pigs and generating preoccu-

pation with crime and punishment are essential 

elements of fascism. Dr. Lawrence Britt observed 

this in his comparative study of various fascist re-

gimes of Hitler (Germany), Mussolini (Italy), Fran-

co (Spain), Suharto (Indonesia) and several in Lat-

in America. Among 14 common features of fas-

cism, Britt listed: 

Obsession with crime and punishment – under fas-

cist regimes, the police are given almost limitless 

power to enforce laws. The people are often will-

ing to overlook police abuses and even forego civil 

liberties in the name of patriotism. There is often a 

national police force with virtually unlimited pow-

er in fascist nations. 

Supremacy of the Military – Even when there are 

widespread domestic problems, the military is giv-

en a disproportionate amount of government 

funding, and the domestic agenda is neglected. Sol-

diers and military service are glamorized. 

Other features common to fascist systems relevant 

to this discussion are: 

 Controlled Mass Media – Sometimes the media is 

directly controlled by the government, but in oth-

er cases, the media is indirectly controlled by gov-

ernment regulation, or sympathetic media spokes-

people and executives. Censorship, especially in 

wartime, is very common.[vii] 

 Second, as the U.S. economy slips further towards 

acute depression, the line dividing the haves (the 

capitalist imperialists) and their vermin gunsling-

ers, and the have-nots (the working class and the 

poor) is being drawn more sharply. With econom-

ic want and instability comes doubt and distrust of 

the masses in those in power. In turn society be-

comes increasingly polarized between those who 

conform and those who oppose the status quo. As 

resistance increases the vermin become more ex-

treme in repressing and villainizing it. These are 

the dynamics, the dialectic, which generates mass 

revolutionary struggle to overthrow oppressive 

and exploitative systems, like we live under. Thus 

conformity versus resistance must be cast in a 

“law abiding” versus “criminal” light, placing mal-

contents on one side and the ruling class, vermin 

and their conformists on the other. The masses are 

driven to choose sides. Indeed for oppressed com-

munity youth, the only options presented to them, 

early on, by the system is to become either 

“criminal” or “cop.”[viii] Hence the media glorifica-

tion of the Black soldier/cop role and preoccupa-

tion with ‘crime and punishment.’ 

Third, up to and during the 1960s-‘70s high tide of 

revolutionary struggle in Amerika, the blatant offi-

cial violence against people of color here and 

abroad, and open persecution and government-

orchestrated murders of popular independent 

New Afrikan leaders and activists, exposed 

the real oppressive character of the pigs and U.S. 

vermin culture, driving mass resistance against 

the system. In “Protect Our Leaders Defend Our 

People,” I pointed out that a 1970 survey found 

that brutal police violence against the Black Pan-

thers led some 80% of urban Blacks “to believe 

that Black people must stand together to protect 

themselves” against the police, who were certainly 

not seen nor embraced as our heroes or helpers. I 

quoted comrade Sundiata Acoli’s observation that 

the increasing role of Black cops in the media was 

a conscious effort to repair the pigs’ image and 

conceal their real function: 

 . . . a large part of the part of the programs on TV 

are still ‘police stories’ and many of the roles avail-

able to Black actors are limited to police roles. A 

lot of this has to do with the overall process of still 

trying to rehabilitate the image of police from its 

devastating exposure during the Panther era, and 

to prevent the true role of the police in this society 

from being exposed again.[ix] 

To achieve this effect today, and counter Black op-

position to pig oppression, popular Black enter-

tainers with independent street credibility (rap 
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artists, comedians, etc.) are ‘turned’ and used to 

popularize and glamorize pigs and vermin culture 

to the very people they oppress, and to project 

criminal stereotypes of their own people, culture 

and communities. Note too that the vermin 

are always portrayed as wealthy or upper middle 

class, and possessing the material trappings of 

Amerikan “success”: large homes, flashy cars and 

clothes, beautiful women, etc. And they are literal-

ly above the law, with the power to execute or set-

up and thereby dispose of opponents and exact 

revenge, usually without consequences to them-

selves. 

Fourth, by casting vermin as the only legitimate 

models of social heroes and objects of achievable 

power and respect to be held in awe and sympathy 

by the oppressed, the system teaches aspirations 

toward and conformity to pig “authority,” and 

counters a possible resurgent revolutionary mass 

culture which would instead promote the masses 

of people as the real heroes, and the on-

ly legitimate power holders who should and 

can take control of their own communities’ securi-

ty needs. This is also why the common people are 

always portrayed in these dramas as helpless, es-

pecially in response to “corrupt” pigs. Vermin cul-

ture projects pigs as invulnerable and imperious 

to challenge by the common people, who must suf-

fer passively and hope some hero good cops will 

rescue them. However, the oppressed communi-

ties can rid themselves of death dealing dope ped-

dlers and their pig supply lines, and gangsters who 

prey on the people, and resist killer cops and para-

military goons like the KKK. If the people come to 

see themselves as the true heroes and agents of 

real change, as capable of being organized and 

united to meet their own economic, political, cul-

tural and security needs, this would eliminate 

their conditioned belief that we need to turn to the 

pigs and system to solve our problems, which they 

have never done anyway! 

Allowing such ideas to take root and spread is in-

tolerable to any enslaver, since it reveals to the 

enslaved whom he profits off and rules by force 

and fraud that they don’t need him, and they can 

seize and exercise their own formal independence. 

This would deprive the enslaver of the very source 

of his wealth and power. Namely us. This is what 

the Black Panther Party was teaching urban New 

Afrikans and other oppressed people through its 

“Serve the People” community survival programs. 

For pigs to be able to function or even exist in our 

communities requires our cooperation and com-

munication with them. Recall the instant media 

and industry backlash to suppress the popular 

grassroots “Stop Snitching” movement a few years 

back? Now all one sees are pig dramas where if 

folks aren’t joining forces with the pigs, copping 

out to them or snitching on themselves, they’re 

informing on everyone and his grandma. The pigs 

took similar measures when the FBI tried to pre-

vent the release of Uptight, a 1970s Blacksploita-

tion era movie starring Julian Mayfield with the 

theme that snitching has bad consequences. 

How easily the system and its racist mass impris-

onment practices could be frustrated by folks 

simply refusing to talk to the cops, period. In fact, 

the vast majority of those warehoused in these ra-

zor wire plantations plea-bargained, were in-

formed on, or told on themselves.[x] 

Without our most basic cooperation the pigs are 

powerless. Our communities must provide for 

their own security. 

Pig-In-Chief 

In several articles I’ve discussed U.S. government 

policy, beginning with Assistant FBI Director Wil-

liam C. Sullivan in 1964, and formalized in 1978 in 

National Security Council memorandum, #46, to 

destroy and repress popular independent leader-

ship, and then replace it with misleaders groomed 

and “approved” by the system. As Sullivan predict-

ed, 
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 When this is done, and it can and will be done, ob-

viously much confusion will reign, particularly 

among the Negro people . . . . The Negroes will be 

left without a national leader of sufficiently com-

pelling personality to steer them in the proper di-

rection . . . .[xi] 

 Actually, planting U.S.-trained “dark faces in high 

places” is how Amerika subverted all the revolu-

tionary socialist national liberation struggles 

across Afrika and Asia during the 20th century, 

and maintained Western imperialist control over 

their natural resources and economies. 

So it is no real accomplishment or surprise that a 

man of color was implanted as Commander-in-

Chief of the U.S. executive branch in 2008 – i.e. 

Barack Obama. In fact, it can be clearly seen as a 

tactical move in large part to counter and contain 

growing Black unrest. 

Obama’s role as Amerika’s highest-ranking cop 

served to redeem the legitimacy of pig authority to 

Black Amerika right in the midst of our growing 

disaffection and outrage with the U.S. government. 

How many of us went from raging against the pig 

machine (in response to our treatment during 

Hurricane Katrina, Jena 6, the increasing scourge 

of cops killing and brutalizing our youth, gentrifi-

cation, mass displacements and breaking up of 

Black communities, cutting already substandard 

and inadequate social services, massive imprison-

ment, police racial profiling, etc.) to rallying in 

support of it, solely because of Obama’s presiden-

tial campaign and victory? His nomination and vic-

tory sent waves of euphoria bordering on mass 

hysteria through our communities. 

We instantly forgot reality. 

All it took to defer our reviving dreams of struggle 

for real power and change was to plant a dark 

skinned prostitute in a suit in the Oval Office, a 

prostitute beholden to the same corporate powers 

as the 43 white ones that preceded him. Mere col-

or don’t make a brother. 

And what is Obama but an entertainer – a play ac-

tor? A role-playing politician whose business is to 

woo and inspire false hope in desperate people 

with slick sounding rhetoric, clever sounding 

turns of phrases, and empty promises totally unre-

lated to reality. The real litmus test for us is to 

question what substantial positive changes have 

taken place in the oppressed communities since 

his election? Absolutely. 

The dope-dealing CIA, that operates right out of 

the White House, still floods our communities with 

narcotics and the attendant social chaos. The gov-

ernment is still enlarging its militaristic posture 

and aggressiveness against us while keeping us 

under increasingly closer surveillance. We 

are still murdered, brutalized, race-profiled and 

railroaded en masse into prison by the cops, then 

consequently disenfranchised and stripped of ac-

cess to public housing and social “benefits”! Our 

third world level infant mortality and child hunger 

rates continue to rise, while the availability and 

quality of already substandard health care and so-

cial services for us continues to fall in the face of 

our steadily rising health needs and problems and 

the HIV/AIDS/HCV pandemics we face. Our pov-

erty and depression level unemployment 

rates continue to grow. Our community, family 

and individual security needs remain unmet. Basic 

human and civil rights don’t exist for us. In fact, 

the court system remains inaccessible and finan-

cially out of reach for purposes of litigating to en-

force our interests and basic rights. Indeed, our 

plight has deteriorated markedly under the 

Obama administration. We remain victims of a 

system of racial and national oppression, econom-

ic exploitation, neo-colonialism, imprisonment, 

impoverishment and police impunity, and all-

round insecurity and desperation. 

But, emotionally, we can tolerate it all a little bet-

ter when a Black cop is the U.S. Pig-In-Chief. The 

Good Cop Brainwash worked like a charm. 
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Who Controls the Brainwash System? 

 Now let’s look at the broader picture and explore 

who controls the Brainwash system, how, why, 

and how it works to control the People’s thinking. 

The Central Brainwash System (CBS) operates on 

two levels. The first is the elite media that indoctri-

nates the upper “educated” sector of the popula-

tion. The second is the mass media that indoctri-

nates and distracts the general public so they don’t 

understand or interfere with the decision making 

power in society. The media is a cultural weapon 

of mass influence and control. 

The “educated” sector who participate in society’s 

decision making processes are indoctrinated 

through corporate controlled school curricula (of 

“higher” learning), and such “high level” media 

as The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, 

The New York Times, etc. 

For the general masses (the other 80%-90% of the 

population) there’s football (and other spectator 

sports) and violence and sex themes to excite and 

stimulate the lower passions and inhibit critical 

thinking. The mass entertainment media portrays 

the most sordid, animalistic and cynical characters 

or emphasizes escapism and fantasy. Just like on 

the old slave plantations, the common people are 

kept preoccupied in their leisure time with irrele-

vance and “fun” to distract and discourage them 

from knowing how the world works, and learning 

of their actual power to impact and change its con-

ditions. The news (info-tainment) media also 

works to distort and conceal reality. In a speech 

given at CIA headquarters, Washington 

Post publisher, Katherine Graham, stated: 

There are some things the general public does not 

need to know and shouldn’t. I believe democracy 

flourishes when the government can take legiti-

mate steps to keep its secrets and when the press 

can decide whether to print what it knows.[xii] 

 On this point I refer the reader back to Dr. Britt’s 

observation that just such “controlled mass media” 

is a common feature of fascist systems. We can al-

so see how independent media and whistleblow-

ers that critically expose the true oppressive face 

of the pigs are persecuted, villainized and sup-

pressed, like Wikileaks founder Julian Assange and 

PFC Bradley Manning today. 

Also, I refer the reader to the fact, pointed out 

in Kill Yourself[xiii] that the government and me-

dia jointly concealed that, beginning in the early 

1980s, the CIA with the U.S. Justice Department’s 

“okay,” began dumping tons of crack cocaine and 

guns into Black ghettos and inciting gang wars 

over drug turf. Over a decade later journalist Gary 

Webb broke the story. The CIA then destroyed his 

career, and he ultimately was found dead from 

gunshots to the face, which was dismissed as a sui-

cide. 

So the common people face, not only indoctrina-

tion and deception, but effective depoliticization, 

to prevent their developing a mass culture based 

upon critical popular media that acquaints them 

with the real world, with what’s going on, and why 

and how they can change it in profound ways. It 

was in this light that Afrikan revolutionary, Com-

rade Amilcar Cabral, observed in the context of 

leading a mass movement for Guinea Bissau’s na-

tional independence: 

 When Goebbels, the brain behind Nazi propagan-

da, heard culture being discussed, he brought out 

his revolver. That shows that the Nazis – who were 

and are the most tragic expression of imperialism 

and of its thirst for domination – even if they were 

all degenerates like Hitler, had a clear idea of the 

value of culture as a factor of resistance to foreign 

domination.”[xiv] 

 It’s important to remember the U.S. government 

adopted Nazi methods into its propaganda, mili-

tary and intelligence systems.[xv] 

Which brings us to the really important question 

of who controls society – who has the real power? 
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In the U.S., it’s not those with government authori-

ty who are the real power holders. Those vermin 

are merely the servants and protectors of those in 

power. So the pigs do actually serve and protect . . . 

just not you and me. Instead, they serve the own-

ers of society, the super rich 1% who hoard social 

wealth and are the big business interests behind 

Wall Street and the multinational corpora-

tions.  And it is the common people, the masses of 

working class and poor, the pigs serve and protect 

the wealthy against. 

The established media is the tool of the wealthy. It 

serves them and exists by their design. The system 

and process breaks down very simply. 

Big media exists and survives because big busi-

ness pays for it through advertisements. Without 

advertisements the mainstream media would col-

lapse or remain very small and weak.[xvi] Because 

the wealthy keep big media in business, these out-

lets air only programming and information that 

serves and promotes the interests and values of 

big business, which is to indoctrinate the educated 

elite, distract and depoliticize the poor and work-

ing class, and glorify the wealthy to all. 

An example of how a popular media is crippled 

without the support of big business occurred in 

England with such labor newspapers as The News 

Chronicle and The Daily Herald, which reported 

world conditions and events to working class peo-

ple from a perspective that opposed big business. 

Although both papers had a very wide readership, 

they went out of circulation for lack of funds. Sub-

scription fees alone are never sufficient to main-

tain media.[xvii] 

Here in Amerika, many examples present them-

selves as well. For example, the wealthy promote 

media that report business and investment trends, 

stocks, etc. to middle and upper level investors 

and corporate shareholders. Therefore, they in-

vest and advertise extensively in media that carry 

such “news.” In turn, these media outlets act as 

virtual mouthpieces of the business communities 

and appeal especially to the elite educated sector. 

Similarly, they invest and advertise in and pro-

mote “dumbed down” entertainment media that 

distracts, misinforms and depoliticizes the general 

masses, and indoctrinates them with pro-business 

values to “spend, spend, spend” and “buy, buy, 

buy,” chasing sensory gratification, high-tech toys, 

gizmos and trinkets, meaningless status symbols, 

and ever-changing fads that are advertised for 

mass consumption, day in and day out, via multi-

million dollar ads and commercials. Sponsoring 

and promoting entertainers, music, art, etc. works 

the same way. Big business creates the market 

then supplies it, and advertises to “tell” the people 

what to believe and want, what to like, what to 

buy, while using the labor power of the same 

working class people, entertainers, artists, musi-

cians, etc. to produce the goods, services and ma-

terials they advertise – which always conforms to 

the values and interests of the wealthy.[xviii] 

One can routinely hear rap artists explain that 

they rap about what the industry promotes (which 

are irrelevant and degenerate themes), and not 

about “conscious” issues or reality because the in-

dustry won’t promote that. This was a major topic 

of discussion in recent years, debating whether 

“Hip hop is dead.” Likewise, actors find themselves 

playing roles or in movies and TV shows that the 

industry (and not them) promotes and makes 

available. A principled actor just won’t have a lu-

crative career. If it isn’t about sex, pimping, mur-

der, money, cops and crime, fantasy or escapism, 

the big producers, recording labels, promoters, or 

advertisers won’t back it. And by being bombard-

ed with such asinine themes, we generally can’t 

and don’t think outside the box of degenerate top-

ics, irrelevance and worshipping materialism. It’s 

a process of mass brainwash, indoctrination and 

miseducation imposed on us by outside forces that 

replace our self-defining and authentic culture and 

identity. The U.S. government is now even promot-
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ing programs of sending rap artists, sports enter-

tainers and others abroad to influence people in 

other countries with U.S. values. 

And it’s not that people don’t want “conscious,” au-

thentic music, art, movies, etc., but that industry 

executives realize such music, art, etc. runs counter 

to their brainwash. That it may get people thinking 

the wrong things. Like how the wealthy leech off 

the working class and poor, or that the system is 

the cause of urban poverty and crisis, or that we 

can collectively change things for the better on our 

own, or that the pigs are our oppressors, not our 

heroes. So they don’t promote it. And neither will 

the so-called “independent” music labels that ex-

pect to compete in the industry for market sales. 

Thus “conscious” musicians, like independent me-

dia, must operate “underground” with very limited 

resources, few advertising options, and a small 

“fan” base. Otherwise, they must sell their souls 

and “cross over” to the mainstream and promote 

the values, images and messages desired by big 

business, which is why so many rappers who yes-

terday were authentic voices of the oppressed and 

expressed their displeasure with the pigs now pro-

mote pig culture and lifestyles of the rich and fa-

mous in Blackface. 

Remember, the pigs are the protectors of the pow-

erful, and exist to keep the powerless in line. And, 

it’s the Central Brainwash System that has us infat-

uated with sex, money, murder, and now pigs. 

Conclusion 

 In this light we can clearly see that not only does 

big business and government go hand-in-hand, but 

that glamorizing vermin culture – especially to the 

most oppressed, and therefore most potentially 

revolutionary, sectors of the population – is essen-

tial to maintaining the power of the bloodsuckers 

who own society and the stability of their system. It 

was Benito Mussolini, the man credited as the crea-

tor and founder of fascism, who defined it very 

simply as the merger of the interests of private cor-

porations and the state. So now you know. And 

knowing is half the struggle. The other half is ap-

plying this knowledge to actively change the world 

in favor of the oppressed. 

Dare to Struggle Dare to Win! 

All Power to the People! 

[i] Steve Martinot, “The Question of Fascism in America,” Socialism and De-

mocracy, Vol. 22, no. 2 (July 2008), p. 18, n. 3.  

[ii] Noam Chomsky, Understanding Power: The Indispensible Chomsky (NY: 

The New Press, 2002), p. 373. 

[iii] Op. cit. note 1 

[iv] Kevin “Rashid” Johnson, Protect Our Leaders Defend Our People (2007) 

[v] Kevin “Rashid” Johnson, Kill Yourself or Liberate Yourself: The Real U.S. 

Imperialist Policy on Gang Violence versus the Revolutionary Alterna-

tive (2008) 

[vi] Op. cit. note 1, p. 29. See also Michelle Alexander, “The New Jim Crow: 

How the War on Drugs Gave Birth to a Permanent American Under 

Caste.” Socialist Viewpoint, Vol. 12, No. 3 (May/June 2012) p. 24:  

The drug war has been brutal – complete with SWAT teams, tanks, bazookas, 

grenade launchers, and sweeps of entire neighborhoods – but those who live 

in white communities have little clue to the devastation wrought. This war 

has been waged almost exclusively in poor communities of color, even 

though studies consistently show that people of all colors use and sell illegal 

drugs at remarkably similar rates. In fact some studies indicate that white 

youth are significantly more likely to engage in illegal drug dealing than 

Black youth. Any notion that drug use among African Americans (sic) is more 

severe or dangerous is belied by the data. White youth, for example, have 

about three times the number of drug-related visits to the emergency room 

as their African American (sic) counterparts. 

That is not what you would guess, though, when entering our nation’s pris-

ons and jails, overflowing as they are with Black and brown drug offenders. 

In some states, African Americans [sic] comprise 80 percent-90 percent of all 

drug offenders sent to prison. 

[vii] Dr. Lawrence Britt, “Fascism Anyone?” Free Inquiry (Spring 2003), p. 20 

[viii] See, Kenneth Saltman. Education as Enforcement: The Militarization 

and Corporatization of Schools (NY: Routledge, 2003):  

Military generals running schools, students in uniforms, metal detectors, 

police presence, high-tech ID cards, dog tags, real-time internet-based sur-

veillance cameras, security consultants, chain link fences, surprise searches – 

are all part of the investment the military industrial complex is embedding in 

U.S. public schools as they increasingly resemble the military and prisons. 

Militarism and the promotion of violence as virtue pervade foreign and do-

mestic policy, popular culture, educational discourse and language. In addi-

tion to promoting recruitment, military education plays a central role in 

fostering a social focus on discipline. In short, to speak of militarized school-

ing in the United States context is inadequate to identify the ways that 

schools increasingly resemble the military and prisons. This phenomenon 

needs to be understood as part of the militarization of civil society exempli-

fied by the rise of militarized policing, increased police powers for search 

and seizure, anti-public gathering laws, ‘zero tolerance’ policies and the 

transformation of welfare into punishing workfare programs.  



Page 35 
[ix] Op. cit. note 5, quoting Sundiata Acoli, “A Brief History of the Black Pan-

ther Party and Its Place in the Black Liberation Movement” (1985).  

[x] 96.4% of all criminal cases (97% of all federal and 94% of all state crimi-

nal cases) end in plea bargains. New York Times, March 20, 2012. 

[xi] Quoted in Church Committee, U.S. Congressional Report:  Intelligence 

Activities and the Rights of Americans. 94th Congress, 2nd Session, report no. 

94-755 (1976) (Washington, U.S. Government Printing Office), book III, p. 

136. 

[xii] Regardie’s Magazine, Vol. 10, No. 5, January 1990, pp 90f.  

[xiii] Op. cit. note 5 

[xiv] Amilcar Cabral, National Liberation and Culture (1970). 

[xv] Michael McClintock, Instruments of XStatecraft: U.S. Guerrilla Warfare, 

Counterinsurgency and Counter-Terrorism 1940-1990 (NY: Pantheon, 

1992). 

[xvi] See, for example, Martin A. Lee and Norman Solomon,  Unreliable 

Sources: A Guide to Detecting Bias in the News Media (NY: Lyle Stuart, 1990), 

p. 59 (“TV and radio get nearly 100 percent of their income from advertisers, 

newspapers, 75 percent, and magazines about 50 percent…. Between 60 and 

70 percent of newspaper space is reserved for ads, while 22 percent of TV 

time is filled with commercials.”); Erik Barnouw,  The Sponsor: Notes on a 

Modern Potentate (NY: Oxford University Press, 1978), on the influence 

advertising has on media content; Ben H. Bagdikian,  The Media Monopoly, 

5th ed. (Boston: Beacon Press, 1997), esp. chs. 6-9; James Curran et 

al., Power without Responsibility: The Press and Broadcasting in Brit-

ain (London: Routledge, 1981, pp. 118-132; Alfred M. Lee, The Daily Newspa-

per in America: The Evolution of a Social Instrument (NY: MacMillan, 1937). 

 [xvii] Although the readership of the workers’ press in Britain surpassed the 

readership of the combined business papers, the workers’ press was de-

stroyed by lack of sufficient advertising. James Curran, “Advertising in the 

Press,” in James Curran, ed., The British Press: A Manifesto  (London: MacMil-

lan, 1978), pp. 229-267. 

 [xviii] An outstanding analysis and expose  of the mass media is Noam Chom-

sky and Edward S. Herman, Manufacturing Consent (NY: Pantheon, 1988), 

where they elaborate a “Propaganda Model,” summarized thus: 

 A propaganda model focuses on [the] inequality of wealth and power and its 

multilevel effects on mass-media interests and choices. It traces the routes by 

which money and power are able to filter out the news fit to print, marginal-

ize dissent, and allow the government and dominant private interests to get 

their messages across to the public. The essential ingredients of our propa-

ganda model, or set of news “filters,” fall under the following headings: (1) 

the size, concentrated ownership, owner wealth, and profit orientation of the 

dominant mass-media firms; (2) advertising as the primary income source of 

mass media; (3) the reliance of the media on information provided by gov-

ernment business, and “experts” funded and approved by these primary 

sources and agents of power; (4) “flak” as a means of disciplining the media; 

and (5) “anti-communism” [today it’s anti-terrorism] as a national religion 

and control mechanism. 

 These elements interact with and reinforce one another. The raw material of 

news must pass through successive filters, leaving only the cleansed residue 

fit to print. They fix the premises of discourse and interpretation, and the 

definition of what is newsworthy in the first place, and they explain the basis 

and operations of what amount to propaganda campaigns.  



Page 36 



Page 37 

By Comrade Z 

Introduction 

All around the world, the fires of revolution are 

springing to life, hot with fury from the embers of 

quiet resistance. From civil demonstrations in Fer-

guson, MO, to desperate warfare in Kurdistan, the 

oppressed peoples of the world are taking matters 

into their own hands. The world is reaching a tip-

ping point. With careful planning and fierce deter-

mination, the global proletariat is poised to strike 

a mortal blow to the heart of Capital, ushering in a 

new era of Socialism with peace, liberty, and 

equality for all. 

But revolutions don’t ignite and sustain them-

selves without effort. This article forms the intro-

ductory chapter of an ongoing manual of Peoples’ 

War in the post-millennial era. Through study of 

and collaboration with this text, revolutionary mil-

itants can pave the way for successful movements 

that can effectively take the fight to the bourgeoi-

sie on their home turf. 

A Word on Bourgeois Paramilitarism 

The United States is littered with proto-fascist 

“militias,” that train for emergency and 

“doomsday,” fantasy situations in which society 

breaks down all at once. This is not People’s War.  

Socialists do not seek to build up an enclave for 

themselves, to separate themselves from the 

masses and weather the storm with their own 

kind; nor can we permit ourselves to suffer from 

delusions of bourgeois elitism. We instead seek to 

defend and promote the liberation of the working 

class and oppressed communities from being 

preyed upon by reactionaries, fascists, and the 

armed enforcers of bourgeois oppression, the  

police. 

The Mission 

In the context of militia action, it is for us to BE-

COME the storm that forces these dogs of Capital 

to cower in their lairs; to raise up humanity as the 

tide and sweep away all vestige of the old bour-

geois state. We do not stand apart from the masses 

because we are the masses and, acting together, 

we will all be made free. People are already strain-

ing against the bonds of oppression and slavery, 

the suppression of their most basic rights. As the 

veneer of bourgeois “democracy” grows thinner 

with each officially sanctioned murder, followed 

by the naked displays of force shown against those 

that would speak out against it, the people realize 

that they will never see justice or freedom from 

the system that enslaves them. As the oppressed 

struggle for liberation, we must be there to sup-

port them in the struggle, to raise their class con-

sciousness to critical mass, and provide organiza-

tion and assistance in the fight. 

 First Steps 

Before the masses will be ready to wage a People’s 

War against the bourgeois state, they must first be 

organized, have the tools and support they need to 

survive repression, and have a means of defending 

themselves. Following the example set by the 

Black Panther Party, socialists should build com-

munity self-defense groups which will train the 

community how to police and protect themselves, 

build support networks which the Capitalist sys-

tem has failed to provide, and provide ideological 

education on the class struggle for people to free 

their minds as well as their bodies.   

In order to do this, Socialists must reclaim our her-

  

Toward a Socialist Militia: 

A Call to Action 
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itage of militant struggle, ridding our ranks of revi-

sionists and reformists who would lie to the work-

ing class and the oppressed, convincing them to 

put their faith in the system. We need to build 

meaningful relationships in our communities, 

showing by our actions, not just our rhetoric that 

we truly seek to serve the people.  By carrying out 

examples of the society we wish to create, we can 

show the people of the world exactly what our in-

tentions are, and so gain their support. None will 

believe the lie that Communists intend to disarm 

the masses if we are the ones arming the commu-

nity patrols and giving firearm safety lessons to 

any willing to learn. 

Harbingers of Solidarity 

The essence of class consciousness is Solidarity. 

The primary task of all Socialists should be to 

spread the spirit of solidarity. Soup Kitchens, Un-

ion Apprenticeships, Community Libraries, legal 

and employment aid, community policing pro-

grams, anything that empowers and brings people 

together can be used as a vehicle for solidarity and 

creates an opportunity to educate and agitate, 

combating racism, sexism and homophobia by 

building working class unity and solidarity. We 

must create and utilize these opportunities as 

much as possible to advance the ideas of Socialism 

without disguising in any way that these are the 

things that Socialists do. 

We must become active supporters of the working 

class in our own states, living and working along-

side them, educating them not all at once, but by 

degrees, sowing small, digestible seeds to take 

root at the fringes of consciousness where they 

can persist until the moment of realization when 

the worker becomes a part of the Proletarian 

struggle. 

We must be willing to put ourselves on the line, 

working to help protect the oppressed by stepping 

up and getting involved, not just sitting back and 

telling them what to do. We should be forming Cop 

Watch groups, intervening and working to prevent 

racial profiling and harassment by observing, re-

cording, and confronting the Bourgeois Police 

Gangs in their interactions in the street.  

In this way, we educate the people. They will see 

by our actions, not just our words, that we fight for 

the liberation of all the oppressed. By doing this, 

they will come to see the truth, that their masters 

have grown fat on their misery, that they are being 

deprived of the value of their labor by Capitalism 

in greater degree than they ever were by taxation, 

that the demonization of their fellow workers on 

the basis of race, gender, or sexual orientation is 

reactionary and unproductive, and that the time is 

fast approaching when they will be able to settle 

the score and create a better world for themselves, 

their children, and all those who will follow after. 

Before the Dawn of Struggle 

Our road will not be easy. Every day we see com-

rades being beaten and oppressed by propaganda 

and police action aimed at keeping the masses in 

line. Abuse and lies color everything we see and 

hear. The bourgeoisie are entrenched and highly 

organized, controlling nearly all aspects of modern 

life. If we are even going to entertain the hope of 

one day overcoming these forces, there is a need 

for a disciplined cadre of revolutionaries to shield 

the people from bourgeois oppression. 

It has widely been asserted that, as the income gap 

widens and more and more working people are 

deprived of basic necessities, the anger of the 

working class will rise and eventually boil over. 

This assertion has not held true. Capitalist propa-

ganda works 24 hours a day to spread fear, dis-

sent, and distraction, while war and prison profi-

teers ensure there is no shortage of state-

sponsored terror to go around. 

The people are scared and they have every right to 

be; too many feel nothing but despair when they 

wake up to face the day ahead. The people spend 

their days and nights too occupied with attending 
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to the basic needs of themselves and their families 

to even contemplate taking action. There is no 

room for revolution in the mind of the modern pro-

letarian who struggles on, alienated from his com-

rades by the demands of capitalism. 

The New Old Way 

Like the Panthers, and the solidarity networks that 

sustained the labor movement in its hayday, we 

must serve the people, working together to protect, 

feed, clothe, house, and educate the families in our 

community. It was this type of support that the FBI 

feared the most from the Panther’s efforts. And 

they were right to be afraid, because a people that 

can band together, to protect and care for its own, 

is a people that will not be oppressed. Like Com-

rade Fred Hampton said,  

“We’re gonna have to do more than talk. We're 

gonna have to do more than listen. We're gonna 

have to do more than learn. We’re gonna have to 

start practicing and that’s very hard. We’re gonna 

have to start getting out there with the people and 

that’s difficult. Sometimes we think we’re better 

than the people so it’s gonna take a lot of hard 

work. You don’t fight fire with fire. You fight fire 

with water. We’re gonna fight racism with solidari-

ty. We're not gonna fight capitalism with Black cap-

italism. We’re gonna fight capitalism with social-

ism. Socialism is the people. If you’re afraid of so-

cialism, you’re afraid of yourself… I believe that I 

will be able to die as a revolutionary in the interna-

tional revolutionary proletariat struggle. And I 

hope that each one of you will be able to live in it. I 

think that struggles are going to come. Why don’t 

you live for the people? Why don’t you live for the 

struggle? Why don’t you die for the struggle?” 

The lie of American individualism must be torn 

down. Alone, any of us can be easily dispatched by 

the bourgeoisie, taken away in secret with the pub-

lic record altered to present a “just cause,” but to-

gether, we can force accountability for the deaths 

and imprisonment of our comrades. Collectively, 

we can help our communities provide for them-

selves, defend themselves, and fight for liberation 

from the Capitalist system. The People need 

strength for the upcoming battle with Capital and 

none of us is as strong as all of us. 

RIGHT NOW: WHAT YOU CAN DO! 

Support the work of groups already working to-

wards liberation of their own communities, such as 

the Black Riders Liberation Party, the Huey P New-

ton Gun Club, and the Indigenous Peoples Libera-

tion Party.  

Arm yourself, and start training in self-defense and 

firearms safety and tactics classes. Share your 

knowledge as you go with your comrades. 

Get involved solidarity networks in your communi-

ty, get to know the people face to face. Show your 

revolutionary zeal through your passion for serv-

ing the people.  

Seek out the advice of more experienced or well-

read Socialists operating alone or in established 

revolutionary parties. There is no better resource, 

moving forward, than one who has already been 

there. 

Continue to educate yourself and others in revolu-

tionary works, such as those freely available on 

Marxists.org, and organize reading and discussion 

groups in person and online to share that 

knowledge.  

Get together with comrades! Pool resources and 

show your communities the meaning of Socialism! 

COMING SOON IN THIS SERIES:  

*Outreach: Tips and ideas for Solidarity Organiza-

tions 

*OPSEC/COMSEC: How to keep your org’s data se-

cure. 

*Peoples’ Militia: Conducting cop watch patrols and 

community defense 
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Introduction 
The police operate based on a simple formula... 
Most of this information, and all the graphics, 
come from the US Military Civil Disturbance Guide, 
or FM 3-19.15…even if this manual is not “the 
manual” used to train police, its structure, terms, 
and methodologies serve as a main basis for the 
planning of tactical operations in “crowd control” 
scenarios. And this is just one manual of many.  
The police have their own language, just like the 
military. Their war destroys our language, ration-
alizing oppression with banal terminology… In 
protest situations there are a lot of different types 
of forces that you will have to deal with. Beyond 
the regular street cops there are SWAT teams, 
Rapid Response teams, the National Guard, and 
finally the army itself. It is important to under-
stand what these forces are capable of and what 
their responsibilities are in protest situations, this 
will be covered after the terms. The next section 
will be section on police situation analysis and 
some basic tactics that they will use in order to 
buy time to move more forces into an area. These 
systems of analysis have very specific rationales 
and follow basic patterns. If we can understand 
this, we can better predict what they will attempt 
to do in order to counter us. The final section will 
be a section about police platoon structures, for-
mations, signals, and arrest tactics. These things 
are very important to understand if we are to at-
tempt to hold our advantages on the street. Police 
telegraph everything. In other words, they signal 
what they are going to do before they do it. Many 
times we pay attention to the front line of riot 
shields, but behind that line there is a complex 
choreography. To understand, and predict, what 
the police are going to do we need to understand 
how they communicate. Now these are general 
guidelines for how police are trained to behave. 
They do not always follow these guidelines. Many 
times the cops react violently without orders, ei-
ther out of adrenaline or fear. That is the power of 
the state however. It is not an over-reaction, as 
some claim, but rather the state exercising its 
power. If we start to think of things through this 
realization, we can begin to find ways to subvert 

police tactics, instead of playing the role of the 
passive demonstrator. But to begin this process of 
becoming more than activists, we need to under-
stand what the state is and what it is capable of. 
The Forces of Repression 
It is inevitable that at some point, as an activist, 
that you will come into conflict with the state. It is 
useful to know what and who we are up against.  
Local Police- These are the first forces that we 
would confront. They can range from the local beat 
cops to the SWAT teams and riot squads. 
National Guard- When the situation escalates the 
local mayor can request that the National Guard be 
sent in. This requires a request by the local mayor 
for the declaring of a state of emergency, or the 
governor just declaring a state of emergency. The 
National Guard are state forces. They operate un-
der state laws, unless they are federalized, at 
which point they operate under national laws. In 
DC there is no National Guard so they can call in a 
neighboring state's National Guard or use military 
personnel based in the area, as they did against 
the Bonus Army demonstrations in the 1930s and 
people even reported to have seen military heli-
copters and DELTA Force assisting police during 
October Rebellion in October 2007. 
Military- The military can be called in on request 
by a state governor, or by the president in the case 
of a State of Insurrection. The military can also 
loan equipment to local and state forces if request-
ed. The US Military cannot be used in domestic op-
erations, outside the District of Columbia, under 
the Posse Comitatus Act, which prohibits US Mili-
tary deployment for domestic policing unless a 
State of Insurrection is claimed over an area by the 
President, this occurred during the Rodney King 
Uprising in LA and New Orleans after Hurricane 
Katrina. The Coast Guard is exempt from this act 
because they are part of Homeland Security. The 
legal barriers have been recently revised to only 
include law enforcement, meaning that US troops 
can be used for crowd control as long as they do 
not make arrests (recently military police have 
been spotted at DUI checkpoints in southern Cali-
fornia alongside local cops and highway patrol). 
For this purpose the 3rd Infantry Division's 1st 

Excerpts from:A Primer To Police 
Crowd Control Tactics and frameworks 
This text was written by tom nom(A)d with the help of many others 
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Brigade Combat Team (a brigade that will be 
20,000 strong by 2011) has been stationed on US 
territory and trained in "non-lethal" crowd control 
techniques. 
The FBI- The FBI is always around. They monitor 
the things you do and are watching, especially at 
demonstrations.  
Federal Protective Agency- They protect federal 
property. If you are on federal property, like a fed-
eral building or even a military recruitment cen-
ter, the FPA can be called in. 
Homeland Security- Homeland Security is always 
around as well, their job is to identify "terrorist" 
threats and figure out a way to neutralize them.  
JTTF- The Joint Terrorism Task Force is an alliance 
between the feds, mostly the FBI, and local police. 
Their job is also intelligence. 
Army Intelligence- They have been known to spy 
on local antiwar and radical groups, specifically 
groups that are engaged in counter-recruitment 
activism. Delta Force sometimes collects intel at 
larger rallies, like Seattle ‘99 and October Rebel-
lion. 
Police Crowd Analysis 
The police analyze the capabilities of the crowd 
based on the situation, the crowd dynamics, and 
the crowd type.  
Situation Analysis- First the police will try to ana-
lyze the situation. To do this they look at the caus-
es of the unrest, how the crowd is developing, and 
what type of gathering it is. When analyzing the 
type of gathering they have two different catego-
ries that they break the types of crowds into. 
The first is the impromptu crowd. These types of 
crowds are crowds that have no formal, or an-
nounced plans to assemble. They assemble 
through word of mouth. 
The second type of crowd is an organized gather-
ing. These are the gatherings that we most know 
as protests. They are pre-planned, announced, and 
have outreach materials. 
From this point the police will analyze the basic 
method of dispersal. A routine dispersal is a pre-
planned dispersal, one that was planned ahead of 
time. An emergency dispersal is when people pan-
ic, due to some variable, and run quickly to dis-
perse. A coercive dispersal is a dispersal by force. 
Due to the possibility of this method to incite a 
crowd, the police like to negotiate the dispersal 
with organizers before the gathering, they find 

that this is a way to get the crowd to "police them-
selves". 
Crowd Dynamics- There are three basic definitions 
of crowd dynamics that the police will define 
crowds by. They are public disorder, public dis-
turbance, and riot. 
Public Disorder- This is a basic breach of civil order 
that has the potential to disrupt the normal flow of 
things. Permitted protests fall into this category.  
Public Disturbance- A public disturbance is a situa-
tion that has the potential to escalate. In this situa-
tion people are yelling, chanting, singing, etc. 
Riot- A riot is a situation which includes property 
destruction, defense against police, and the poten-
tial to spin out of police control. 
Crowd Type- Along with the general dynamics of 
the crowd the police will also categorize crowds 
into 4 types of crowd. 
Casual Crowds- This is the normal gathering that 
one witnesses everyday, for instance a lot of peo-
ple walking down the street. Each person, or 
group of people, come separately and leave sepa-
rately. They have no common agenda.  
Sighting Crowds- These are the crowds that assem-
ble for things like festivals and sports games. They 
are brought together in one place by an event or 
happening. 
Agitated Crowds- An agitated crowd is a crowd 
that is starting to develop a unity beyond an event. 
This type of crowd is defined by strong emotions, 
yelling, screaming, and verbal confrontation with 
the authorities. 
Mob-Like Crowds- Mobs are crowds that have be-
come confrontational, beyond verbally confronta-
tional. 
Crowd Assessment Questions 
The pigs will then begin to ask a series of crowd 
assessment questions. This is done to both refine 
their definitions of the situation and to help them 
organize information to plan a response. I am go-
ing to list the questions and go into a little more 
detail about some of them.. 
Who we are? What is the identity of the crowd? 
What does the crowd identify as? 
They will determine this information largely from 
pre-action intelligence and announcements by the 
organizers themselves. This is the first step in how 
they analyze what we are capable of. 
What are the goals of the action? 
This helps them determine whether they can try to 
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placate the crowd by offering a space to demon-
strate in, they call these goals of recognition. But if 
the crowd has "other" goals, that go beyond a de-
sire to be seen and heard, then they are more like-
ly to prepare for confrontations. 
What are the factions of the crowd? 
They ask this question to develop a landscape of 
active groups in the area and use this to decide 
how to allocate forces and which groups they will 
attempt to negotiate or work with. 
What are we capable of? What are our traditional 
behaviors and norms?  
This question is important for a couple reasons. 
They use this question to figure out how to contain 
certain groups and with how much force. The sec-
ond reason that this question is important because 
the information generated in the answer is com-
pletely based off prior actions, off prior experienc-
es, more on this in the analysis section later on in 
the zine. 
When and where will we assemble? 
They point out how they need to figure out this 
information in order to plan a response and that 
the lack of this information coupled with the ac-
tion being planned by a dispersed yet organized 
network can mean that actions may manifest 
quickly, with little or no notice, and that this is a 
contingency that must be prevented. 
Where will we go? What are possible targets?  
What is the "worst case scenario" (often their 
worst scenario is our best case scenario)? When 
and where will we disperse? What are our plans 
for meet-ups and follow-up actions? 
Terrain Analysis 
Due to the proliferation of more organized forms 
of resistance, the police have started to do more 
detailed terrain analysis in an attempt to establish 
rally points, escape routes, and places where they 
have an advantage in engagement. They base their 
terrain analysis on two factors, whether the ter-
rain is rural or urban, and have sets of categories 
for analyzing the terrain, if it is urban. They first 
analyze the urban plan, the plan of the city overall. 
Then they analyze the smaller area of possible en-
gagement on the street level. We have seen this 
taken to a new level, the pigs try to physically alter 
the environment, this means removing possible 
debris and projectiles, dumpsters, trash cans, 
newspaper boxes, etc.. 
When they are analyzing the city plan itself, they 

have four categories that they group cities into. 
Satellite Patterns- These are cities that are struc-
tured around one central hub with other urban 
areas converging at the hub. These smaller areas 
are dependent on the central hub. 
Network Pattern- These are urban areas that are 
not dependent on a central hub but are rather net-
worked together.  
Linear Pattern- This is when a series of urban are-
as are aligned along one central axis, maybe a road 
or river. 
Segment Pattern- This is a single urban area that is 
divided by various things, highways, rivers, etc, 
into segments. 

When the police analyze smaller areas of engage-
ment they analyze the street patterns based on 
three categories. 
Radial- These street patterns radiate from a cen-
tral point. Usually that central point is the center 
of religious or political power. 
Grid- These cities, like many in the Rustbelt region, 
have very easy to follow grid pattern streets. 
Irregular- Irregular street patterns are patterns 
that might include irregularly placed streets, wind-
ing roads, etc, but in no set pattern. 
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Monitoring, Blocking, Containing,  
and Dispersing 
From the initial situation analysis the police will 
then develop a basic plan of action. To begin the 
plan they will first decide what their objective will 
be. They can and will mix approaches in order to 
try to get a crowd to do what they want them to 
do. The overall goal is to decrease the intensity of 
the crowd. 
Monitoring- Monitoring the crowd means gather-
ing the intelligence necessary to determine the 
mood, size, intent, etc of a crowd gathered at any 
one point. This intelligence will be used by the po-
lice in order to determine a response. The moni-
toring is continuous and can include infiltrators, 
helicopters, cameras, etc. The police will use these 
images to determine who the crowd leaders are 
and try to open up lines of communication. Their 
goal in this is to a) try to negotiate with the crowd 
or b) divert the crowd from their goal. 
Cameras are positioned to be intentionally seen. 
The theory is that if a uniformed officer is seen 
filming, people will feel less secure carrying out 
illegal acts. So camera-people are intentionally in 
uniform and close enough to the crowd to be seen, 
but not close enough to be in any danger. 
Blocking- Blocking is exactly what it sounds like. 
The police will block a crowd from entering an ar-
ea or advancing further. Common tactics for block-
ing are fences, barricades, and large line for-
mations, we will get into formations next. They 
will also use blocking tactics to delay the arrival of 
people to an area. 
Dispersing- Dispersal and dispersal tactics are 
used with caution. There are numerous concerns, 
from the police perspective. FM 3-19.15 states that 
the dispersal strategy is utilizes a mixture of force 
and psychological incentive to make a crowd leave 
an area. In dispersal situations the police will at-
tempt to use this mixture in a way that avoids 
making the situation more out of their control. 
They define dispersal as the "taking deliberate ac-
tions to fragment an assembled crowd in order to 
prevent the destruction of property or prevent in-
jury". They will attempt to disperse a crowd by 
first segmenting them and then forcing them to 
move down pre-planned paths. If this fails there is 
a potential that the crowd will just fan out into 
small groups, which becomes a much harder situa-
tion for the police to control. 

When dispersing the police will attempt to funnel 
the crowd into small areas, large areas provide us 
with the ability to reassemble. There is a delicate 
balance here as well. They are going to attempt to 
funnel the crowd into small areas, at slow speeds, 
but not make people feel cornered. 
To begin the dispersal process the police will have 
to inform you that the demonstration has been de-
clared illegal and that we have an order to dis-
perse. 
Legally they have to repeat this three times, audi-
bly. If it is not audible then the warnings do not 
count, legally. The announcement also has another 
effect, a psychological one. The hope, on their part, 
is that once they make this proclamation that the 
crowd morale will drop with the threat of violence 
and that some people will leave the demonstra-
tion. When making this proclamation, they will tai-
lor the language to fit the crowd. If the crowd is 
pretty calm, then they will word the proclamation 
carefully and gently. If the crowd is empowered, 
strong, angry, and doing actions that the state does 
not like, then the proclamation will sound more 
like a threat. If the proclamation does not work, 
they will resort to a show of force. The show of 
force is a psychological weapon that is mainly 
based on first theatre and then the actual force 
that can be employed. In the manual they recom-
mend that, when using a show of force, the have 
the police dismount from vehicles and set up their 
lines in full sight of the demonstrators in order to 
display their numbers and organizational strength. 
When choosing to use a show of force they will at-
tempt to use the intelligence gathered from moni-
toring to assess the situation more completely. 
They have a balance to strike. On one hand the 
show of force can disperse a crowd. On the other 
hand it also shows the fascist underbelly of the 
beast and can provoke a crowd to attack the po-
lice. The calculation that the police will make is 
that dispersal is a possible tactic if they feel that 
they can get the crowd to disperse through narrow 
passages, while at the same time not scattering 
small groups in the crowd into different parts of 
the area. Their fear is that we will disperse into 
areas and reform to continue the action. If this 
happens the police will employ heavy patrols in 
the area, motor marches (the driving of heavy ve-
hicles through the area), and/or the setting up of 
checkpoints/searchpoints.  
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Containing- If the police decide that it is preferable 
to attempt to keep people in a small area, as op-
posed to dispersing them, they will use tactics de-
signed to contain the crowd. This set of tactics will 
be used when the police determine that they do 
not want to crowd spreading out, want to detain 
certain people in the crowd, and/or want to pre-
vent more people from entering the situation. 
To accomplish this containment they will use a se-
ries of tactics to set up a perimeter around the ar-
ea that they are attempting to isolate. They usually 
rely on crowd control formations but have also 
been known to use road blockades and or barriers. 
This is not a purely stationary set of tactics howev-
er. When the police are attempting to contain a 
moving crowd or march, they will ride vehicles or 
bikes, or walk alongside, the march. At a certain 
point they might attempt to edge themselves over 
into the crowd and either push them a certain di-
rection or attempt to trap them against an immov-
able object, like a building. 
Formations and Signals 
The police will employ different crowd control for-
mations depending on the situation. It is im-
portant for us to understand what they are doing, 
who is doing it, and why. Many times people look 
at the front line of police, yet the whole communi-
cations structure is constantly working behind the 
scenes and giving hints as to what they might do. 
I am first going to give a brief explanation of the 
basic elements of a control force formation. Then I 
will give some brief descriptions of the formations 
themselves and what signals are given to indicate 
a police movement. There are a lot of graphics in 
this section. I feel that it is easier to see than ex-
plain. 
The theory behind the control force formation is 
that, with the use of "less-than-lethal" weaponry, 
the police can keep a distance of 15-100 meters 
from a hostile crowd. This type of police action re-
quires a lot of set-up and many people playing 
specific roles. 
The Elements 
Base Element- These are the first two ranks of po-
lice. The first line is police in riot gear with shields 
and the second line are police who are equipped 
with any of a variety of "less-than-lethal" weapons. 
Support Element- The support elements exists to 
provide logistical and force support. They will fill 
in for base element police that need to be replaced, 

perform extraction/snatches, or provide general 
support. 
Command Element- This element contains the pla-
toon leader, platoon sergeant, radio operator and 
possible voice recorder operator and/or interpret-
er. They do not have a fixed position but move 
about as needed. 
Reserve Support Element- They are not technically 
part of the formation but are brought forward to 
join the formation if needed. 
Formations- There are a series of basic crowd con-
trol formations that the police will employ. I will 
be providing graphic examples after the written 
descriptions. 
Line Formation- The line formation consists of one 
or two ranks of police lined up shoulder to shoul-
der in a line. This formation is used both offensive-
ly and defensively, and is the most widely used 
formation. Offensively the line is used to clear are-
as and to push crowds. Defensively, the formation 
is used to hold or block a crowd from advancing 
somewhere. 
Echelon Formation- An echelon is an offensive for-
mation, which looks like a diagonal line, used to 
push people away from a certain location and 
move them in the direction desired by police. The 
point person goes in the direction of the target and 
when the line reaches the target it can either form 
a defensive line or push forward and clear the ar-
ea. 
Wedge Formation- The wedge is a formation used 
to split crowds into segments. Many times you on-
ly see this formation used with vehicles in the US, 
but modified versions of this tactic are used all the 
time. Increasingly police have moved into a tactic 
of eliminating space between them and the crowd 
by sending individual cops or sometimes small 
squads or lines into crowds to split them up. 
Diamond Formation- The diamond is an offensive 
and defensive formation. Offensively, it is used to 
enter crowds and is the formation most used by 
extraction teams/snatch squads. Defensively, this 
formation is used when all around security is 
needed. 
Circular Formation- Similar to diamond formation, 
except the formation is rounded at the edges to 
allow some flow between the corners of a street 
for instance. It is a way to have 360 degree vision 
without blocking the space entirely. Formations 
are carried out by single squads but often they in-
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volve entire platoons. A normal police platoon will 
break down something like this. The numbers of 
people in each layer of the hierarchy may modify 
depending on the conditions on the ground, but 
the structure usually remains relatively similar.  

 
 
In this pamphlet it is only possible to provide 
some diagrams of the formations that are used. 
Here is the key for those diagrams.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When the formations are on the street each squad 
will look like: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signals 
 The police communicate through a series of ver-
bal and nonverbal cues. The verbal cues are audi-
ble, if you are close enough. The nonverbal cues 
can be seen. A general rule is to pay attention to 
who is talking to who. If the back lines, the com-
mand element, is on their radios, moving around, 
and talking to a group of cops, then something 
might be up. Try to be aware. 
To signal a new formation, or a movement in for-
mation the squad or team leaders will give any of a 
series of non-verbal commands either to empha-
size or substitute for verbal commands. The team 
or squad leader will walk out in front of, or to the 
side of, the other police in the squad and give a 
non-verbal signal.  
The non-verbal commands for formations are: 
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In recent events a new signal has been noticed in 
California, both in Oakland and LA. The signal is 
for an advance which is preceded by a volley of 
weaponsfire. In LA the movement forward was 
preceded with volleys of rubber bullets. 
It looks like the following signal, from the US Army 
Visual Signals Guide except that the hand is held 
open and extended forward at a 45 degree angle 
(yes, like a Nazi salute) 

There are two more non-verbal signals that I 
would like to go over. The first isthe Extraction 
Team signal. 
An extraction team is a team from the support ele-

ment that moves into the crowd and makes a tar-
geted arrest. Sometimes this is done as a way to 
disperse a crowd or to eliminate instigators. The 
faster we see it coming, however, the better of a 
chance we have to use our unarresting tactics to 
prevent the arrest. 
When an extraction team is forming you will no-
tice a series of police gathering behind the front 
line. The squad leader of the extraction team, once 
the squad is organized, will stick his hands be-
tween the arms of two police and say "Open". The 
police that were tapped will open like a double 
door and the extraction team will run out into the 
crowd. An extraction team looks like this: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Police also have a signal for firing a "less-than-
lethal" weapon. The officer properly equipped to 
fire a specific type of weaponry will walk up be-
hind two front line cops, will tap them on their in-
side shoulder. After they are tapped they go onto 
one knee and put their shields up. The weapons 
operator will then fire the weapon over their 
shoulder. 
 
Conclusion 
We have been noticing two things recently. Firstly, 
the pigs are willing to deploy overwhelming 
amounts of force and millions of dollars of equip-
ment to stop us from taking actions, thats because 
we do pose a very real threat to them. 
Secondly, these tactics are very expensive, take a 
lot of time to set up, are very logistics and commu-
nications heavy, slow to respond to contingencies, 
and generally linear. If you read the RNC post ac-
tion reports that have been published there is one 
overwhelmingly important lesson, one that was 
also expressed in the Netwar in the Emerald City 
paper on the Seattle demonstration by the RAND 
Corporation, is that fluid groups, in fluid actions 
can destabilize police strategies rather quickly. 
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At the RNC police did not have control of the 
streets for 6 hours or more, according to the pigs 
own assessment, and that the only way this was 
quelled was that they had to deploy thousands 
more pigs onto the streets, occupy the city (which 
cost them economically due to the complete shut-
tering of downtown St Paul), and use mass arrests 
to clear downtown, and even in the face of that 
they did not begin to maintain complete control 
until the demonstrations were over. 
What is important in reading this through the civil 
disturbance manuals is that the pigs are not trying 
to stifle all dissent, they have to maintain the fa-
cade of political contestation in the US in order to 
maintain the myth of freedom. This means that, 
and they explain this themselves, that they are an-
alyzing the threat level of a situation in order to 
control the possibilities of action, not the actions 
themselves. This control of the possibility of ac-
tions is meant to allow certain, non-destabilizing, 
actions to occur while being able to contain other, 
more destabilizing, actions. They are attempting to 
construct a stabilized environment by controlling 
the possibilities of contingencies, or unanticipated 
actions and reactions. This also, consequently, 
means that any contingency that we create, any 
action that they cannot prevent, is the possibility 
of increasing contingency. 
Our actions have effects and cause reactions, if 
they cannot control the possibilities of actions 
from the beginning then they face a situation that 
is increasingly divergent from their analysis, and 
therefore increasingly divergent from their strate-
gies. Being as logistics heavy as their strategies 
tend to be, any destabilization on the ground, and 
divergence from their attempt to frame the possi-
bilities of the action, becomes potentially a source 
of entropy. When people broke off blockades and 
began to circulate around downtown St Paul, in 
nonlinear way, the police lost control of the streets 
and could only respond to the situation, and be-
cause they had been forced to deviate from their 
plan they had to sweep downtown to stabilize the 
situation so they could move delegates. The big-
gest point in which their strategies fall apart is not 
the point that the anarchists control the streets 
but at the point where they don't control the 
streets. They can respond to a group controlling a 
street, that group is stationary and engaging in a 
linear action which can be analyzed, fluid groups 

cannot be analyzed in any framework that oper-
ates on generalizing situations. This framework of 
analysis forces the state to only be able to see line-
ar, static groups. 
There is one simple reason for this, their analysis 
framework relies on easily abstractable, general-
izable groups with linear tactics. Look at the 
crowd assessment questions for example. They 
are all based in the assumption but also the imper-
ative need to generalize groups as objects but not 
as fluid collections of individuals. This means that 
they can only see certain aspects of the crowd, for 
instance they can only analyze us based in our 
past actions. They base their understanding of ac-
tion as rallies and marches, actions that have a log-
ical beginning and end point, and a linear progres-
sion between the two. Any variable that they can-
not abstract becomes an additional contingency, 
this includes the fact that we are all acting for our 
own reasons but the pigs can only see the general-
ized goal and generalized motivation which makes 
their approach to us based in how they view the 
generalized grouping of "the anarchists" as a unity 
or object. 
Recently we have seen these approaches play out 
in DC. The DC pigs have taken to using a tactic of 
containment/dispersal, essentially mobile con-
tainment with force being applied to contain the 
crowd to the degree that they deem possible with-
out sparking confrontation. This practically means 
that they will mobilize hundreds of cops to sur-
round a park and then assess the bloc. If they see a 
small, generally unorganized looking group, they 
are going to occupy the street with the amount of 
pigs that they deem necessary to contain any pos-
sible contingencies, including stopping all traffic in 
the Georgetown neighborhood even if the bloc is 
marching on the sidewalk. If they see that the 
group is large and organized they will give that 
group some of the street, or all of the street and 
reroute traffic. Either way they will run bikes or 
motorcycles up the sides of the march to prevent 
anyone from being able to reach windows and 
walls. This tactic attempts to contain the march 
while letting it move, in order to prevent people 
from feeling boxed in, and then control the situa-
tion to the point where the crowd becomes de-
moralized and disperses itself, also to avoid physi-
cal confrontation. The reasoning here is simple. 
Confrontations are really destabilizing, all sorts of 
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events can occur which will cause the situation to 
spinout of their control. 
This tactic is really equipment and logistics heavy, 
they cannot mobilize it on a moments notice. This 
means that much of how they are viewing a situa-
tion is coming from information that we are giving 
them, mostly by publishing our plans and an-
nouncing actions over the internet. In a certain 
sense we give up our biggest advantage by enter-
ing into their sight, by allowing ourselves to be 
generalizable because they know we will be in a 
certain place at a certain time, the only variables 
are then size and general crowd dynamics, both 
things that they can respond to easily. Our ability 
to be fluid, to break apart and reform, to take un-
announced yet coordinated actions, will be the 
thing that allows us to operate safely and success-
fully. 
They operate under a spatial and temporal gener-
alization, having to generalize space, size, and time 
to control a situation. Because they recognize that 
actions change situations, they are attempting to 
operate by stabilizing the situation from the point 
of convergence and projecting this into the future 
of the duration of the action, meaning that they 
have to control not acts but the effects of those 
acts. It is not the broken window in itself that can 
set a bloc off, it is the reaction of others in the 
group to that broken window that can cause a situ-
ation to spin out of control, in this sense all reac-
tions are additional variables. That is a lot of varia-
bles to control and in this sense the only way to 

control a militant demonstration is to control the 
possible reactions to other actions, to control en-
tropy. Cops try to control entropy to maintain 
their stabilization in spite of these variables. It is 
for this reason that they love huge black blocs, 
they are already huge generalizable groups that 
can be surrounded, blocs are also logistics heavy. 
If you notice, their biggest fear is not the huge 
black bloc, it is the tiny affinity group, the group 
that does not announce actions, the group that es-
capes their gaze. This form of operation under the 
radar is not a tactic, it requires more fluid forms of 
organization based in preparation for contingen-
cies not static plans, destabilization not linearity, 
and localized networks to facilitate this. What we 
need to learn is that organization for action is not 
in getting really well defined plans down and then 
telling everyone those plans. This approach is both 
unilateral and dangerous, with the dissemination 
of a plan there comes the possibility of conspiracy 
charges. Rather we need to begin to work within 
the realm of strategic frameworks, general out-
lines of what the terrain and situation on the 
ground is and what would need to be done to ac-
complish a goal...We need to have an organizing 
process that is heterogenous, multifaceted, and 
dynamic, in short we do not need to figure out a 
way to win, and hence control a situation, rather 
we need to figure out ways to disorganize, to 
break organization on the street, and to create 
space which no one controls. This is the tactic of 
refusal, a tactic of disorganization. 
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1. BEFORE you open-carry, check your state and local laws regarding open-carry, for both rifles 

and handguns.  

 Opencarry.org has state law info for all 50 states regarding open carry handgun laws, but they spe-

cifically discourage long gun open carry.  

 PRINT OUT a copy of your local and state laws and keep them on your person when open-carrying 

to give to cops if you are stopped.  Show you know your rights.  

2. ALWAYS observe  firearm safety and discipline: 

 Muzzle Discipline: Always point the muzzle in a safe direction; never point a firearm at anyone or 

anything you don't want to shoot. 

 Trigger Discipline: Keep your finger off the trigger and outside the trigger guard until you are ready 

to shoot. 

 Always ensure the safety is engaged on your weapon 

 Treat your firearm as if it is always loaded. 

3. Carry your handgun in a secured holster, that se-

curely holds your handgun close to you body and pref-

erably with some retention properties if you are open-

ly carrying.  

4. Carry your rifle or shotgun  on a  sling. A two 

point sling is like a holster for your rifle.  Get a good 

one that will keep your rifle tight across your back or 

on your shoulder.   

5. DO NOT walk with your rifle or handgun at “low 

ready” - keep your hands off your weapon, in normal 

situations. Low ready  is a defensive posture, not one 

for simply walking around or on neighborhood patrol. 

Of the carry positions listed in the illustration, 

“Normal Carry” or “Rear” are the most preferable.  

How to PROPERLY OPEN CARRY 
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The first instruments of production were the first weapons, the club and the spear, the bow and arrow. These 

were the tools of the hunt. Weapons were the basis of the first great division of labor which took place in prim-

itive savage society. The women did not participate in the hunt (not convenient to pregnancy), and the instru-

ments of the hunt were in the hands of the males, products of the owners labor and buried with him. This first 

form of property, which arose as the personal possessions of males, took a great historical leap as savagery 

gave way to barbarism and ownership of herds of cattle became the second form of property. Private property 

was the basis upon which class society was founded. However, the appearance of property in the form of sub-

stantial herds of cattle did not immediately give rise to classes, so long as inheritance of property fell in the 

line of the mothers which was true of the pairing family. The first expression of the class struggle was the sub-

jugation of the females by the males through the enforcement of monogamy (one husband). Monogamy over-

throw the mother-right and weapons and herds which were the domain of the males as well as the land which 

was tilled collectively by the women were now in possession of the father to he inherited by his son. 

Class society began with the female and the male diametrically opposed. Class struggle has given rise to two 

diametrically opposed classes: the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. The overthrowal of class society is ulti-

mately the struggle of the women for their own emancipation in a communist society. 

State power was enforced in its earliest and most decentralized form: the males exercised property right by 

establishing their paternity through the enslavement of women. The tools of the hunt became the weapons 

through which men subdued the women. Class society first takes the form of chattel slavery. The fathers ap-

plied to ”their” women the same principle that they used in the maintenance of herds: domesticated animals 

give not only the benefit of their products, but also were capable of reproducing. The first slaves were not cat-

tle, however, but chattel. Slavery was superseded by feudalism without overthrowing slavery, but maintaining 

it in a new form. During feudalism military knighthoods and robber barons led armies of males to the pope’s 

holy war and against the masses of revolutionary peasants. Women were in the leadership of the peasant re-

bellions. It was during feudalism that the contradiction between men and women reached its most antagonis-

tic point, with the burning alive of 9 million “witches.” Throughout history it has been the interest of the ruling 

classes to keep women unarmed and unorganized, physically weakened, without weapons or military experi-

ence. Standing armies arose with the bourgeois nation-state, conscripted armies of working class males with 

their ruling officer elites drawn from the bourgeoisie. Only by totally disarming the women could the ruling 

class perpetuate the slavery of all women and most men. The proletariat, whose dictatorship is the only state 

in history in which women exercise state power, also create the army of a new type in which women freely en-

list and fight with equality. The army is the main component of state power; it is a question of who possesses 

the gun (the modern weapon) which determines who shall wield state power. There is no greater threat to the 

ruling class than the masses of workingwomen in arms. The whole system of slavery founded upon the en-

slavement of women is bound to fall. 

We must initiate our revolutionary struggle with the organization of military units, first on the fundamental 

level of self-defense, then on the level of armed defense groups which will ultimately be forged into a RED      

ARMY. In order to bring about our total emancipation, it is necessary for workingwomen to learn un-

armed combat and train themselves to shoot accurately. We shall liberate ourselves with the weapons, 

which, in the hands of the ruling classes, have been used to oppress us. 

Guns, Sisters, Guns 
From: Red Star, No. 5, March 1971  




